
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 3:1-3 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 And the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is an adulteress, even as the 

Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins.” 2 So I bought her for 

fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. 3 And I said to her, “You must dwell as mine for many 

days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to another man; so will I also be to you.” 

 
 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 3:1-3 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: JASON PATZKE 
 
This passage shows us how God's love and mercy can be lived out in our own lives through the story of Hosea and 
Gomer.  
 
In verse 1 we see Hosea, by God's direction (“Go again”), pursue Gomer even though she is actively pursuing her own 
sin through a life of adultery and prostitution. We can see that although Gomer's sin separated her from her husband, 
it did not affect his love for her. This really illustrates how love has very little to do with our feelings and a lot to do 
with our actions.  We should love unconditionally just as Christ does for us and Hosea does for Gomer. 
 
In verse 2, we are shown the price Hosea paid for his own wife even though she already belonged to him. The silver 
and barley that was used as payment probably amounted to about 6 months wages, a price far higher than would be 
demanded for any prostitute. Scholars debate on why he bought her, but nonetheless he redeemed her to himself. 
The text says that “I bought her for myself.” She was his wife and he did not need to buy her as a prostitute but more 
likely he bought her out of prostituion. Showing her his love by what he was willing to pay for her. (1 Peter 1:18-19) 
True love that moves us is not a feeling or something that we “fall into,” but is something that we do even when it is 
difficult. 
 
We get to the point of all this in verse 3, and that is restoration. Hosea pursued Gomer and paid a high price for her, 
not just to free her from her sin, but to restore their relationship. But he doesn’t allow her to use him as a replacement 

 



 
for her “lovers.” He tells her you will no longer “play the whore.” The NIV continues, “or be intimate with any man, and 
I will behave the same way toward you.” He himself would not lay with his restored wife for a certain time period as 
to remove any temptation to return to her former lusts. This is the most important part as it demonstrates how we 
should love and have mercy for others. Foregoing our own desires (Philippians 2:3-4) to allow time to heal what sin 
has broken in our relationships.  
 
I definitely feel like this is more than a story about Hosea and his wife. It’s even more than an Illustration of God's love 
for Israel and his people. It is a lesson on how we should love.  Always enduring despite being wronged, seeking 
restoration instead of retribution, and being willing to pay any price to restore our relationships. 
 

Questions: 

1. What is your normal response when a relationship has been damaged? How might you begin to act in love 
and show mercy to the one who did the damage? 

2. How should this lesson on love change the way we view not just those that have wronged us, but how we 
view the God that we have wronged? What steps can you begin taking to restore your relationships to those 
that have wronged you and restore your relationship to God? 

3. How are you preparing each day to show the same unconditional love to others? 

 


