
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 2:8-15 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8And she did not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the wine, and the oil, and who lavished on her silver and 

gold, which they used for Baal. 9Therefore I will take back my grain in its time, and my wine in its season, and I will 

take away my wool and my flax, which were to cover her nakedness. 10Now I will uncover her lewdness in the sight 

of her lovers, and no one shall rescue her out of my hand. 11And I will put an end to all her mirth, her feasts, her new 

moons, her Sabbaths, and all her appointed feasts. 12And I will lay waste her vines and her fig trees, of which she 

said, ‘These are my wages, which my lovers have given me.’ I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field 

shall devour them. 13And I will punish her for the feast days of the Baals when she burned offerings to them and 

adorned herself with her ring and jewelry, and went after her lovers and forgot me, declares the Lord.  

 

14“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to her. 15And there I will 

give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her 

youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. 

 
 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 2:8-15 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: ARCHIE ENGLEDOW 
 
Hosea 2:6-8 gives a picture of how God will draw Israel back to Himself, and is a beautiful picture of God's love. But 
when we experience a season of feeling like God is hedging us into a place of what may seem and feel like 
confinement, we don't always feel as if God may be loving at the time. God had a plan of drawing His people back to 
Himself by not allowing Israel to find what they seem to be looking for, that is pleasing to their eye, so that they 

 



 
would return to God. They were blinded by selfishness not even realizing that God had been providing for their every 
need, every day. They took these provisions and sacrificed them to Baal, the Canaanite god, who was believed to 
control the weather and fertility of crops, animals and people. However, God still pursued them and still loved them. 
It can be easy for us to forget and lose sight of our ultimate Provider. Many of us, including myself, can feel like we 
have some sort of control over what we have in our possession. We can even take things that we have been given 
and use them in a way that dishonors the Lord. As a result of our sinful actions and our foolishness, God can give and 
take away to get our attention and remind us that He is God and we are not. He does these things to protect us and 
to love us so that He can draw us back to Himself. 
 
In verses 9-13, God shows how He will punish Israel by taking away what He provided for her because she used it to 
worship Baal and forgot about God. He takes her life giving provisions away perhaps in hopes she will return to God 
for help. During the time of Jeroboam II, Israel enjoyed great prosperity.  Israel used her prosperity for idolatry and 
the pursuit of ungodly pleasures, so God will take away her prosperity. We see that God exposes the sin, for all to 
see (Jeremiah 13:26; Ezekiel 16:37). We see that God did not allow Israel to celebrate her festivals (Isaiah 24:8). God 
will not allow her to enjoy the fruit of the fig trees because she attributed God’s provisions as pay from her lovers 
(Isaiah 7:23; Jeremiah 5:17). And God says He will punish her for the days she forgot about Him and turned to other 
gods. When I read this text, I can't help but reflect on the times in my life where God took things away from me and 
exposed the sin in my life to get my attention. At the moment, it doesn't feel good at all, but when things are exposed 
that have been in the dark, they are brought into the light to be healed, not to just be seen. Light always overcomes 
darkness (Luke 8:16-18; 11:33-36; 2 Corinthians 4:6) 
 
In verses 14-15, we see God's plan of restoration and healing. Despite all of this disobedience, God is now going to 
allure Israel, draw her back to a place of repentance, and in a true relationship with God. God allured and spoke 
gently to her, and led her into a quiet place, in the wilderness. There she will respond, He says, like in the days of her 
youth (Jeremiah 2:2) and in the days that she was taken out of Egypt (Ezekiel 28:26). This reminds me of when we are 
taken out of a place of distraction, being removed from the temptations and the people in our life that tempt us with 
lustful pleasures. That’s when we can start to heal. But we also have to want to be healed; we have to put effort forth 
(John 5:1-9). We also have to change our playground if we want to allow God to change our hearts and minds. Once 
our distractions are taken away, then we can start hearing God's voice again, and be reminded of our first love. Just 
as God was doing with Israel, we then can come to a place of true repentance and healing to realign our hearts to 
God. 
 
We are no different in our life now than the Israelites. We still chase after things and pleasures that do not honor the 
Lord.  But even in our sin God continues to pursue us (Romans 5:8). Jesus’ life, death, burial, and resurrection are a 

 



 
picture of his love for sinners like you and me. Church, I urge you to be captivated by God and his great mercy, and 
His great love towards us more than any other person, place or thing in this world. 

Questions: 

1. Read Mark 7:20-23 and 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.  What do these passages say about our thoughts?  
 

2. What areas of your life do you need to change (people, places, things, idols) that seem to lead your thoughts 
astray to a place that does not honor the Lord or your family? 
 

3. Who in your life do you have to confess things to and to hold you accountable to the change that God hopes 
to see? (James 5:16; 1 John 1:9; Proverbs 27:17)  

 
 

 


