
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 2:1-7 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 Say to your brothers, “You are my people,” and to your sisters, “You have received mercy.” 
 
 

2 “Plead with your mother, plead—for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband—that she put away her whoring 

from her face, and her adultery from between her breasts;  lest I strip her naked and make her as in the day she was 

born, and make her like a wilderness, and make her like a parched land, and kill her with thirst. 4 Upon her children 

also I will have no mercy, because they are children of whoredom. 5 For their mother has played the whore; she who 

conceived them has acted shamefully. For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, who give me my bread and my water, 

my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.’ 6 Therefore I will hedge up her[d] way with thorns, and I will build a wall 

against her, so that she cannot find her paths. 7 She shall pursue her lovers but not overtake them, and she shall 

seek them but shall not find them. Then she shall say, ‘I will go and return to my first husband, for it was better for me 

then than now.’ 

 
 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 2:1-7 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: SPENCER JOHNSTON 
 
Hosea opens this chapter with words of encouragement: “You are my people. You have received mercy.” (Hosea 2:1) 
Be sure to keep this message of encouragement in mind as we go through this chapter. 
 
A cheating wife and a faithful husband. It’s very clear who is in the wrong in that relationship, just as it’s very clear 
who is wrong in these verses. Hosea tells the Israelites his mercy will end and for what reason (Hosea 2:2-3, 5). They 
would be separated from God. They were given multiple chances to turn from their evil ways, but they still acted  
 

 



 
 
unfaithfully and pursued old “lovers” who are the false gods of the surrounding nations that they sinfully worshiped 
(Hosea 2:5b, 2:12-13) for their enticing gifts, which actually came from God (Hosea 2:8). The Israelites just couldn’t stay 
faithful... but who are we to judge? We are most certainly not any better than them. 
 
We all have idols we return to, and it’s so easy to justify our current wrongdoings because of our sinful nature as 
man, just as the children of Israel had the excuse of being “children of whoredom” (Hosea 2:4b). We can be lured into 
sinful patterns through immediate satisfaction without thinking of the long term effects, and once again like the 
Israelites, we need someone to tell us to stop our disgusting whoring around with our sinful “lovers”, our lust for 
earthly things, and all around disobedience from God (Hebrews 3:12-13). We need to be reminded to keep our focus 
on our faithful Husband (Hebrews 10:24). Similar to the prodigal son, we often seek satisfaction in the wrong places, 
only to return to the Lord when we realize they don’t satisfy (Hosea 2:7; Luke 15:11-24). But through Christ, we are a 
new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17) so we should act faithful to our new husband! Forget those old vile lovers, because 
their pleasure is fleeting, but our life in our faithful Husband, the Lord, is eternal. 
 
Separation from God really should be a terrifying thought. Scripture is clear on what will happen to the unfaithful, but 
it also promises goodness for those that remain faithful. Despite our sin, God will always provide a way to return to 
him (Hosea 2:6), even if it’s through what seems to be painful ways. God’s intention will always be to love and protect 
us. Let’s not keep up with our foolish pursuits of old “lovers”. 
 
Remember brothers, you are His people. Remember sisters, you have received mercy. 
 

Questions: 

1. What “unfaithful lover” do you need to get rid of in your life? Confess this to your Journey group or to another 
believer in your life. 
 

2. What sinful pursuit(s) has God protected you from that may have hurt you at first, but was better for you in 
the long run? 
  
 

 


