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4 And the Lord said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, for in just a little while I will punish the house of Jehu for the blood 

of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. 5 And on that day I will break the bow of Israel 

in the Valley of Jezreel.” 

6 She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the Lord said to him, “Call her name No Mercy, for I will no more 

have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at all. 7 But I will have mercy on the house of Judah, and I will 

save them by the Lord their God. I will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen.” 

8 When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and bore a son. 9 And the Lord said, “Call his name Not My 

People, for you are not my people, and I am not your God.” 
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Gomer gave birth to three children; their names were symbolic of God’s divine messages of judgment upon Israel.  
 
Hosea’s first child was Jezreel, a son, named after the Valley of Jezreel, a beautiful area in Israel where many bloody 
battles were fought. The name was a reminder of Israel’s bloodguilt as a nation. It was in Jezreel that God used Jehu 
to bring judgment on King Ahab’s family (2 Kings 10:30). However, Jehu held onto the idolatrous worship of King 
Jeroboam (2 Kings 10:29), so God brought an end to Jehu's kingdom line when he allowed for the assassintion of 
Jeroboam II’s son, Zechariah (2 Kings 15:8-13). Just as the house of Jehu would fall, so would the kingdom of Israel at 
the hands of the Assyrian Empire before the end of Hosea’s ministry (2 Kings 17:21-23). 
 

 



 
Lo-ruhamah was the name of Hosea’s second child, a daughter. The root of the word, Ruhamah, describes God’s 
tender mercy and compassion. However, the negative prefix, Lo-, reverses the meaning and signals the withdrawal 
of God’s mercy and compassion from Israel. 
 
Hosea’s third child, another son, was called Lo-ammi, which means “not my people.” The message of judgment in his 
name meant that Israel would no longer be the people of God. 
 
Hosea, like the Lord, was heartbroken by his wife’s unfaithfulness. More than anything, God longs for a relationship 
with His people. Even when they have continually been unfaithful, the Lord still wants them back. Ultimately, God 
used the three names of Hosea’s children to demonstrate the renewal of His covenant with the people of Israel (1:10; 
2:1,14; 3:5) 
 
Like no other prophet, Hosea’s portrayal of Israel as a cheating wife reveals the heart of God—both broken and 
abounding in love—for His people. Now let us fast forward this in today's context. We as the people of God are no 
different than not only Gomer, but also the people of Israel. We are continually turning our backs on God and living 
the life of whoredom. We run after all sorts of things that fill our wants and desires that do not honor God in any way. 
Holiness is not what we want. Fleshly satisfaction in the things of this world is what we all too often long for. I am so 
thankful for God's abounding love.  
 
But we all need to learn from the mistakes of those that came before us that there are consequences for our sins. 
Just as God allowed the nation of Israel to fall, we too as a people can not just continue to turn our backs on God. 
 

Questions: 

1. Have you any sin in your life that you know does not honor God? 
 

2. In what ways do you tend to turn your back on God?  
 

3. Confess those things this week to your Journey Group (if not in a group, to another godly person) so they can 
pray for you and hold you accountable.  

 


