
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 1:10-11 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered. 

And in the place where it was said to them, “You are not my people,” it shall be said to them, “Children[b] of the living 

God.” 11 And the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall appoint for 

themselves one head. And they shall go up from the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel. 
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At the end of chapter 1, in the same breath that the Lord uttered his detachment from physical Israel, he uses the 
language of the Abrahamic covenant to articulate the basis for restoration: the number of the children of Israel shall 
be like the sand of the sea. The failure of Israel to live up to the demands of the covenant at Sinai could not 
invalidate the promises made to Abraham. Israel’s salvation must be gained just as Abraham’s was: salvation by 
grace through faith and not by works of the law (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:1-3; Galatians 3:6). The Lord will meet Israel 
at the same place he met with Israel before, under the same conditions. It is the place of repentance. 
  
Though God has promised judgement, the days of judgement won’t last forever. After judgement, there will come a 
day of prosperity, increase, and blessing. One day Israel will return to the Lord, and once again be called sons of the 
living God.  
  
Isn’t it amazing how God never stops loving us? Think about what we just walked through prior to verse 10.  Even 
though Israel continues to rebel against the Lord, and He is angry with this nation, He never  says “I don’t love you”. 
He does say judgement is coming. And when He says in verse 9, you’re “not my people”, He is acknowledging that 
Israel rejected Him.  God’s love never stops for Israel, or us for that matter. God can pronounce judgement and can 
let that fall on them, but the only way they can stop being His people is if He stopped loving them. It is told to us in 
Jeremiah 31:3 that God loved Israel with everlasting love.  
  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+1%3A10-11&version=ESV#fen-ESV-22105b


 
Hosea was told he was an illustration of God towards Israel. As I read through verses 10-11, I can’t help but think of us 
and how the Lord shows us love and affection when we, like Israel, turn our backs on Him. He knew what we would 
be like when He saved us, and still he continues to love us and pursue us, just like Hosea does Gomer. I mean let’s 
think about this; your spouse has an affair and you react by saying; “I will continue to be faithful to you, even though 
you weren’t faithful to me.” WOW!! That is a faithfulness like no other. The Lord is faithful even in our unfaithfulness (2 
Timothy 2:13)!! As believers this should challenge us even in how we think about marriage. It’s not only a covenant 
with our spouse, but it is a covenant with Christ.   
 
God’s love is ongoing. The wickedness of Gomer and Israel were unlovely, and they did unlovely things, and He still 
loves them with an everlasting love. What a remarkable thought. When we repent God is quick to forgive. When we 
called out to Him for salvation, he quickly granted it. No stipulations! All God wants us to do is acknowledge our sin 
(1John 1:9) and He will cleanse us from all unrighteousness. God always fulfills His role (2 Timothy 2).  
 
I pray as we continue to walk through the book of Hosea as a body, that we open our hearts and minds to what the 
Lord is wanting to teach us during this season.  
  
  
Questions: 
 

1. Is confession and repentance a way of life for you?  
 

2. Is there something you need to repent from? If so, reach out to someone in your journey group or another 
believer to share that with.  

 
3. What keeps you from being a Hosea in your life? Do you forgive easily? Do you love easily?  

 

 


