
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 1:1-3 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 The word of the Lord that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings 

of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. 

2 When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom and 

have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the Lord.” 3 So he went and took 

Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 
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HOSEA:THE MOVIE--SCENE ONE  

 

(A SUNNY MORNING IN ISRAEL) 

 

GOD (TO HOSEA): HOSEA, YOU’RE A MAN WHO HAS PROVEN HIMSELF FAITHFUL TO ME.  

I WANT YOU TO BE MY MOUTHPIECE AND SPEAK TRUTH TO MY WAYWARD PEOPLE. 

 

HOSEA: WHATEVER YOU WANT ME TO DO LORD, I AM WILLING. 

 

GOD: GREAT! MARRY A PROSTITUTE AND THEN I’LL TELL YOU WHAT TO DO NEXT. 

 

HOSEA: HUH? (LONG PAUSE)  

UM...OKAY? 

 

(END OF SCENE ONE) 

 

 



 
That’s the way the book of Hosea starts, modernized a bit. If you're new to this book of the Old Testament, or even if you’re 
somewhat familiar with the story—a little bit…actually a LOT of background is necessary.  
 
All through the Old Testament, God has proven himself faithful to the nation of Israel, choosing them, through Abraham, to be his 
chosen people. He has saved them from famine through Joseph in Genesis 41-50, rescued them from captivity through Moses in 
Exodus 4-14, and provided for them through their wanderings in the desert (Exodus). They, in turn, have turned their backs on him 
and embraced the culture around them, and turned to other gods. (Exodus 32, Numbers 25, Judges 2:10, Jeremiah 2, Jeremiah 
3:20 for example.) And time after time, God has pursued and restored his covenant with them.  
 
By the time of Hosea, the Kingdom of Israel that David and Solomon had established had been split into two separate nations, 
Israel and Judah. Despite the division, It was a time of relative political calm and economic prosperity, under King Jeroboam. He 
was a strong ruler, but he led his people away from the Lord by creating his own religious system (1 Kings 12:25-14:20).   
 
The people’s hearts had again wandered far from God, as often we see in our own lives when times are good. So He chose Hosea 
to be a prophet among the Israelites, and to use his life as an allegory for the people’s unfaithfulness. He had Hosea marry an 
unfaithful bride, just as God had earlier chosen the nation to be his own bride, who would prove themselves to be unfaithful. 
 
Many of us learn things better with pictures than mere words, and God chose to paint this vivid portrait of Israel’s, and our, 
unfaithfulness through Hosea. In this book we’ll see how deeply hurt and betrayed God is by our wanderings, and seeking our 
own treasures instead of the riches he has laid out for us. 
 
So, grab a cup of coffee with us as we dive into the book of Hosea, during the week through these devotionals, and in our Sunday 
morning teachings as well. It’s a fascinating look at the heart of God for his people, not just in the days of the prophets, but today 
as well. 
 

Questions: 

1. Have you ever looked at God as a husband to an unfaithful bride? How does that image change your view of sin? 
 

2. Throughout this book, we will see Hosea betrayed by his wife, Gomer. Despite this, he remains true to God and the call 
He has placed on Hosea’s life. What is your reaction when times get tough? Do you turn to God, and stay faithful, or do 
you begin to doubt? 

 

 

 


