
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 13:4-11 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 But I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God but me, and besides me there is no savior. 5 

It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the land of drought; 6 but when they had grazed, they became full, they 

were filled, and their heart was lifted up; therefore they forgot me. 7 So I am to them like a lion; like a leopard I will 

lurk beside the way. 8 I will fall upon them like a bear robbed of her cubs; I will tear open their breast, and there I will 

devour them like a lion, as a wild beast would rip them open. 9 He destroys you, O Israel, for you are against me, 

against your helper. 10 Where now is your king, to save you in all your cities? Where are all your rulers-- those of 

whom you said, "Give me a king and princes"? 11 I gave you a king in my anger, and I took him away in my wrath.  
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The gospel was shared with me by a faithful brother in September 2011.  I accepted the truth of Jesus’ love, was 
discipled by my faithful brother and was growing and maturing in my faith. The Lord was using me in such an 
amazing way by allowing me to share with others what I was learning. As my faith grew and I was getting more 
involved in the church, I was still very insecure about certain areas in my life. This insecurity would increase for 
several years.  
 
You see, when we are gifted in certain areas of a trade or employment that provides for our families needs, we tend 
to hold on to the fact that “we” actually had something to do with the providing. I had built an altar of success and 
idolized the fact that I was needed, and I was good at something that people noticed. The thought of sharing my 
earnings faithfully with the church was something that was very uncomfortable for me. The insecurity of “I can't 
afford to do this'' was very overwhelming, and it lasted many years. But that insecurity was shaping my mind and 

 



 
heart. And it was very distracting and uncomfortable and I began feeling the conviction of the Lord. It seemed like 
the more income I earned, the less satisfied I became, and I never had anything to show for it.  
 
We see in Hosea 13:4-11 that the people had a great relationship with God while they were in the wilderness and 
dealing with a great drought. And they recognized that God provided all of the nourishment for them when they 
were thirsty and hungry. They had to fully rely on God to provide. But once they were in pasture, they were filled and 
their hearts were exalted. They forgot about God.  We serve a jealous God. He created all things and all things 
belong to Him (Genesis 1:26; Colossians 1:15-20).  
 
The Lord allowed me to be anxious for a long time in my stubbornness, before my eyes and heart could see 
differently. He showed me in His word that I had been giving my leftovers to God and not my first fruits (Proverbs 
3:9-10). I had not been trusting God for His continued provisions, because I thought I had something to do with the 
earnings, and my hands were too clinched to let go of it. All good things come from God, not me. Through the 
counsel of another, the Lord further convicted me. From that day forward my wife and I have been giving our first 
fruits to the Lord, and He has continued to bless us generously (Malachi 3:10). The relationship I have with God is 
stronger now than ever.  
 
We serve a relentless God, friends. God will be like a lion if we choose to disobey and turn from him. We will see the 
chastening hand of God. It is not because he is vicious; it's because He loves us (Hebrews 12:1-13). He is wanting us to 
turn back to him and allow Him to be Lord of our life in all areas, not just some. The Lord disciplined me in this area to 
get my attention. In my stubbornness it took a long time. You never know how He is going to get your attention to 
pull you back to Himself, but He will. Praise God that I have people in my life that fear the Lord to speak truth in love 
to me.  
 
Questions: 
 

1. When do you tend to turn to the Lord? When things are good? Or when things are bad? Why? 
 

2. How do you view the income God has given you? As yours or God’s? Are you giving your first fruits to the 
local church or are you giving your leftovers? Or nothing at all? 
 

3. In your relationship with God through prayer and reading His word, have you ever treated God like a fast food 
drive through? Where are you today? 
 

 


