
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 13:1-3 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1 When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling; he was exalted in Israel, but he incurred guilt through Baal and died. 2 

And now they sin more and more, and make for themselves metal images, idols skillfully made of their silver, all of 

them the work of craftsmen. It is said of them, “Those who offer human sacrifice kiss calves!” 3 Therefore they shall 

be like the morning mist or like the dew that goes early away, like the chaff that swirls from the threshing floor or like 

smoke from a window. 

 
 
 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 13:1-3 
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 AUTHOR: MARK LUMSDEN 
 
When I started my relationship with Christ in 2014, my life made some very essential changes. I was confused by 
what I witnessed and shared with “church people” from my past. They were living two and three different sets of 
rules (which was normal for me). Luckily with my new life in Christ, I was introduced to a completely new group of 
mentors, men and women, and people who were genuinely interested in my discipleship. I was introduced to a 
poem by Edgar Albert Guest titled “Sermons We See”. This poem spells out the importance of displaying the life 
Jesus has given us daily. In other words, “talk is cheap”. With all the happenings going on today, it makes it vital that 
we as Christians and Believers in Christ do not confuse the non-believers around us. If we are not displaying the full 
gospel message through all of our life, then we become nothing more than “clanging cymbals” (1 Cor 13:1). 
 
Hosea 13:1 says that “When Ephraim spoke, people trembled; he was exalted in Israel.” The tribe of Ephraim was 
looked up to by the other tribes. Their opinions and actions were followed by the others; they had clout. Yet, even 
though they were God’s chosen people, “they became guilty of Baal worship and died”. I cannot help but read this 
and replay what I witnessed before I became a Christian. There were many “Christians” around me, but they were not 
illustrations of Christ in any way. Ephraim was basically praising God but then turning around and worshipping Baal. 

 



 
The other tribes only followed suit. They thought Ephraim was their perfect example, although they were dead 
because of this. Worshipping Baal was about the most heinous offense they could have made. What could be worse 
than following a “false prophet”?   
 
I have the privilege of serving on Monday nights at re:generation and a common theme and observation is just how 
quickly we can succumb to a lifestyle that draws us far away from God. That is usually not our intention when we 
start doing “things”. Paul writes in Romans 12:2 “do not be conformed to this world”. Because of our sin nature, we 
often justify our actions by using the world as our example and benchmark. The people of Israel were learning from 
the best and following their leaders in futile behaviors. In verse 3 Hosea tells us that those who fall into the trap of sin 
and stay there, “they shall be like morning mist or like dew that goes away”. Their lives will be short lived with no 
substance. 
 
I was there for 55 years wallowing in “vomit” and thinking it was proper and righteous. I had examples in my life that 
professed to be Christian but their words did not match their actions. Thankfully, Jesus snatched me from that and 
now I have Him as my example, the Perfect Example. Edgar Guest finishes his poem like this “For right living speaks a 
language which to everyone is clear. Though an able speaker charms me with his eloquence, I say, I’d rather see a 
sermon than hear one, any day.” 
 
 

Questions: 

1. Are your actions Monday thru Saturday the same as they are on Sunday? 
 

2. What are you using as your standard for your actions and behaviors? Others around you or God’s Word? Are 
you abiding in God’s Word daily? 
 

3. Where does your accountability come from? Do you have individuals who will love you and admonish you 
biblically when you are off track?   
 

 


