
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 12:7-9 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7 A merchant, in whose hands are false balances, he loves to oppress. 8 Ephraim has said, “Ah, but I am rich; I have 

found wealth for myself; in all my labors they cannot find in me iniquity or sin.” 9 I am the Lord your God from the 

land of Egypt; I will again make you dwell in tents, as in the days of the appointed feast. 
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Hosea was called during a time of great prosperity in the life of Israel and Judah, but it was also a time of great sin. 
Just as we saw in the first part of chapter 12 about Jacob’s deceit, we see now in verses 7-9 how deceitful and 
prideful Israel was. Ephraim was worshiping wealth and prosperity. They believed that their wealth and prosperity 
proved that they were doing God’s will and no sin could be found in them.  
 
I cannot tell you how many times I have seen this played out in the lives of friends, family and coworkers. We can 
even see it in the lives of many churches that believe that prosperity is a sign of God's blessings and their own 
faithfulness. Even in my own life, before coming to know the Lord, I chased after the almighty dollar and thought I 
was doing what I was supposed to be doing. Yes, sometimes God blesses us in material ways but as we look through 
our bible, we see all too often it can lead us down the same path Israel had taken. It’s easy to lose sight that not only 
did God give us the ability and opportunity to earn these blessings, but it was all His in the first place (Psalm 24:1-2). If 
we are not careful, we will let our pride kick in and we will start worshiping created things instead of the Creator or 
we will become our own god.  
 
Proverbs 16:18 tells us “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” This is why I thank God for the 
men He has put in my life who hold me accountable and speak freely into my life and I into theirs. We have been 
walking and growing with the Lord for many years and keep each other grounded.  
 

 



 
Hosea was God’s prophet at this time trying to warn Israel of the wrong they were doing and what God was about to 
do because of their pride and deceitful ways (verse 9). No matter how fancy a house or how prosperous their 
business was, God reminded them “I am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; I will again make you dwell in 
tents.”  
 
We all have seen or know people that once were riding high and have lost it all due to sin in their life. Most of the 
time, they were wise in their own eyes and that is never good (Proverbs 26:12). This is what happened to the nation of 
Israel time and time again throughout their history and can happen to us if we put our hope in the wrong places and 
are not faithful to the call on our life. May we have the eyes to see what is truly important.  
  

Questions: 

1. Have you ever been in a place where your pride has let you forget that you would have nothing without 
God's grace and His provision? Where is your security found? In God or your                  ? 
 

2. Is there anyone in your life right now that has permission to speak truth to you if they see you have drifted off 
course in your walk with the Lord?  Who are they? 
 

3. How do you honor God in your dealing with other people when it comes to money or business? Are you 
always looking at how much you can make or how you can honor the Lord the most? 

 
 

 


