
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 11:8-12 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim?   How can I hand you over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How 

can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me;  my compassion grows warm and tender. 9 I will not 

execute my burning anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and not a man, the Holy One in your 

midst,  and I will not come in wrath. 10 They shall go after the Lord; he will roar like a lion; when he roars,  his 

children shall come trembling from the west; 11 they shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves 

from the land of Assyria, and I will return them to their homes, declares the Lord. 12 Ephraim has surrounded me 

with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit, but Judah still walks with God and is faithful to the Holy One. 
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In contrast to the past several chapters outlining the destruction, pain, and suffering that is to come for Israel, this 
passage of Hosea is almost a relief to read. In these few short verses we get a clear picture of God’s love for His 
people and the angst it causes Him to have to discipline them. The Israelites were clearly in sin and guilty before 
God. He is just, and must execute His judgement upon them. He knows it’s coming and He takes no joy in it. Instead, 
His heart churns within Him and His compassion grows warm and tender.  
 
I love this glimpse into God’s heart for us. If we aren’t careful when we read the Old Testament prophets we can get 
caught up in the doom and gloom of God’s judgement and, if we’re honest, think that it's pretty harsh. When I studied 
Hosea 9 I struggled with barren wombs, miscarriages, and “leading children out to slaughter.” I began to think, “man 
 



 
that’s really harsh.” We easily forget that, because of our sin, what we really deserve is death and eternal separation 
from God (Romans 3:23; 6:23). All that we deserve from God is wrath, suffering, and death. How wonderful then, that 
God’s heart towards His people, and ultimately to us as believers, is warm and tender. In His mercy, God says that He 
will not execute His full wrath on His people. He will not destroy them. He will, instead, leave a remnant (Hosea 1:10; 
2:23). This love and mercy for us is why God sent His son Jesus to be the ultimate sacrifice. Just like Israel, nothing we 
have done, or will do, can defer the righteous wrath of God (Titus 3:3-8). Only the sacrifice of Jesus given in God’s 
love and mercy can save us. When we adjust our perspective it’s clear that any blessings we receive from God are 
“the cherry on top” and go far beyond what we deserve. We don’t deserve a fancy house, a growing family, a 
promotion at work, or even a “comfortable life.” When we adjust our attitudes, we arrive at an attitude of gratitude.  
 
In the second half of verse 9 he says, “for I am God and not a man, the Holy One in your midst.” This is an easy line to 
just breeze past and say “of course he is God and not man”. When you look a little deeper though you find that, 
according to the Torah, rebellious children were to be stoned to death (Deuteronomy 21:18-21). The Israelites were 
rebellious children of God who, according to the law, deserved destruction. Because He is God and not man, He 
chose to pursue justice through forgiveness. God’s forgiveness is perfect; it’s not of man. When we offer forgiveness 
to one another we often offer a cheapened forgiveness. I’ve often heard the saying “I can forgive them but I’m not 
going to forget.” God’s forgiveness is pure and full. It is so much more than we could ever deserve. If we are striving 
to be holy, our forgiveness should be holy like God’s, not hollow like man’s.  

Questions: 

1. Do you view God as a harsh God of wrath when you read Hosea, or do you view Him as a merciful, loving 
Father? 
 

2. Do you need a perspective adjustment? Are you grateful for the things God has given you, or do you feel like 
you deserve more?  
 

3. Is there someone you need to forgive right now? Does your forgiveness look like God’s forgiveness or is it 
shallow?  

 
 

 


