
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 11:5-7 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5 They shall not return to the land of Egypt, but Assyria shall be their king, because they have refused to return to 

me. 6 The sword shall rage against their cities, consume the bars of their gates, and devour them because of their 

own counsels. 7 My people are bent on turning away from me, and though they call out to the Most High, he shall 

not raise them up at all. 

 
 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 11:5-7 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: CODY KING 
 
My life is one most certainly marked by redemption, but it was not always as such. I was saved at an early age and 
know for sure that the Lord had begun a work in me and used me in many ways early on in my relationship with him. 
Much like Israel, he called me out of bondage and into the freedom that only he can provide, to be a testament to his 
saving grace. Through my obedience to him, I reaped the blessings of peace, joy, and contentment. In my heart, 
though, grew a desire to be accepted by others as well. A double standard of identity that would shape my future for 
many years to come.  
 
In 1 Kings we can read of the moment that the future began to change for the northern kingdom of Israel. Jeroboam, 
fearful that those in his kingdom would eventually return to Jerusalem and offer sacrifices in the temple and return 
to the king of Judah, “took counsel and made two calves of gold” (See 1 Kings 12:25-33,) the very calves we see 
depart in Hosea’s day (Hosea 10:5). The tipping point in the heart of the king was a desire not to see his people serve 
the Lord, but instead to see his people remain with him. His sin was not just the creation of the calves, but he created 
in his heart, as did I, something that now took the place of God.  
 
The Lord’s call on our lives is to be one set apart and “called out” from the world (1 Peter 2:9). I knew this, but over 
years of serving myself for the acceptance of this world, its truth fled from me. I, God’s child, in pursuit of my desires 
and the  giving up of myself to the lusts of my flesh, continually, like Israel, “refused to return” to the Lord and 
became “bent towards turning away” from him (verse 5 & 7). Wise in my own eyes I would only reap further 

 



 
insecurity, circumstantial happiness, and discontent. Ever searching for “more” in whatever form it took instead of that 
which would heal me, I returned myself to the very place that he saved me from––bondage. That is where Israel had 
found itself. What began with Jeroboam in 1 Kings would slowly descend the nation to a point where they would 
now return to the slavery that they once were called out of. 
 
It is God’s grace, love, and mercy, and his people, that would stop the destruction in my life. It was his plea to me 
while coming to the end of myself that I was not who the world said that I was, I was not who I said that I was, but I 
am who he says that I am. His child. In verse 7 the Lord still called them “my people.” This was how and why I quit 
with my refusal and returned to the Lord. I am his, and that finally made all the difference in my heart. 
 
There is discipline and there will be judgment for the “sword will rage against them,” but it does not have to be so for 
us. 
 

Questions: 

1. In what ways are you bent against, or refusing the Lord? 
 

2. What things in your life do you set apart for yourself that pull you away from God? 
 

3. What are some steps that you can take to begin seeking the Lord (Hosea 10:12) today instead of refusing 
him? 

 


