
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 11:1-4 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1 When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 2 The more they were called, the more they 

went away; they kept sacrificing to the Baals and burning offerings to idols. 3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk; 

I took them up by their arms, but they did not know that I healed them. 4 I led them with cords of kindness, with the 

bands of love, and I became to them as one who eases the yoke on their jaws, and I bent down to them and fed 

them. 
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I grew up in a strict, but loving, Christian home. So you can imagine what it was like when I was caught, at 15 years of 
age, sneaking out of my home one night. I was grounded for at least a month. But what I remember most, and 
perhaps the worst part for me, was that my dad was so disappointed he did not speak to me for several weeks. Of 
course, eventually our relationship was restored. And even though it did not feel like he loved me at that time, my 
dad never stopped loving me. 
 
Hosea 11 is a beautiful reminder of God’s tender love for His people, Israel. Throughout the Old Testament, we read 
about God's love and pursuit of the Israelites. He chose them, rescued them out of slavery from Egypt, protected 
them, provided for them, and healed them time and time again, but Israel continued in disobedience and ingratitude 
toward God (Psalm 106). We know just from reading Hosea, that God ultimately would allow Israel to suffer the 
consequences of its actions, just like I did when I disobeyed my parents.   
 
You see, the strict rules or “boundaries” that my parents set for me growing up were for my protection - physically, 
emotionally and spiritually. They were trying to raise godly children because they knew that it was only when we 

 



 
learned to walk with the Lord that we would experience life instead of destruction (Deuteronomy 12:28).  But like 
Israel, the more my parents tried to love me and guide me, the more rebellious I became (verse 2).   
 
While I always suffered the consequences of my rebellion, ultimately that discipline was motivated by my parents’ 
love for me and resulted in correction and reconciliation. The same is true of God on a much grander scale (Hebrews 
12:5-11).  As we will see through the remainder of Hosea, the story of God's discipline of Israel does not end in 
complete destruction and separation for all eternity. Instead, the Lord pours out His irrepressible love for His people. 
God was angry with Israel, but He was also filled with compassion (Hosea 11:8). His love far outweighs Israel's 
ingratitude. Like my earthly father, the Lord loved Israel from the very beginning, and He never stopped loving the 
Israelites.  
 
In fact, over 700 years later, God would pour out His love for the entire world (not just the Israelites) by sending His 
one and only Son to live, die, and be brought to life again for our sake (Romans 5:8; John 3:16). Just as my parents 
loved me through my rebellion, the Lord loves us through ours. No matter what we have done or where we have 
been, God desires to save us from destruction, to heal us, and to restore us. 
 
 

Questions: 

1. Has there been a time in your life when you have rebelled against authority?  Or when your children have 
rebelled against you?  How did that turn out?   
 

2. Is there any area in your life today where you are rebelling against God?  Confess that to your Journey Group. 
If you are not in a Journey Group, please reach out to pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.  
 

3. Who could you share your testimony of rebellion and salvation through Christ with this week? 
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