
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 10:9-10 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9  From the days of Gibeah, you have sinned, O Israel; there they have continued.  Shall not the war against the unjust 

overtake them in Gibeah?  10   When I please, I will discipline them, and nations shall be gathered against them when 

they are bound up for their double iniquity. 
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An overarching theme of Hosea continually points to God’s righteous wrath against sin, his mercy in redeeming those 
who love Him, and the certainty of the final judgement.  Gibeah was an accurate depiction of the moral corruption 
that was in Israel.  Judges 19 shows us the gut wrenching story of a Levite and his unfaithful concubine who had 
returned home to her father’s house.  Here we see the Levite, who was supposed to remain as holy as possible, living 
against what God had ordained.  Monogamy was God’s desire, and this Levite’s act of having a concubine was Israel’s 
way of increasing their name and population.   
 
Deuteronomy 28:1 says “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his 
commandments that I command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above the nations of the earth.” The 
entire chapter shows God’s blessing for Israel's obedience and curses for their disobedience. This Levite had gone to 
tenderly lure the concubine back to him, most likely, in hopes to increase his family size and to satisfy his own sexual 
appetite.  
 
The concubine’s father showed hospitality to the Levite, and continued asking him to stay, eat and “let your heart be 
merry.” (Judges 19:6)  The fifth day the Levite insisted upon leaving and even disregarded his servant who suggested 

 



 
to stay in another location.  They came to Gibeah in which ended in rape, murder, and the death of an innocent 
woman which sparked a civil war in the land.  An unforgettable time for the people of Israel! 
 
Hosea 10:9 reminds them of a holy, righteous God that they continue to sin against, even as far back as the days of 
Gibeah.  The Lord will discipline Israel in His timing.  Though God had been incredibly patient towards Israel, longing 
for their repentance, Assyria would soon overtake them, and the Lord will bring judgement on the people because of 
their iniquities. 
 
While I reflect on what happened in Gibeah, I am reminded of our nation.  Doesn’t it sound like one of our news story 
headlines?  However, I am reminded of God’s mercy and His desire for us to remember Him and keep His 
commandments.  Ephesians 2:4-5 says it like this, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 
he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ - by grace you have 
been saved”.  Let us remember each day how God rescued us from sin and has given us new life in Christ! 
 

Questions: 

1. Are there a few ways that you could be mindful of the Lord and His mercy in your life?   
 

2. What causes a heart to become faithless, and to forget God? Read Deuteronomy 8: 11-14 
 

3. If you were to write a headline for your life over the past month, what would it say? Would it reflect that you 
follow closely after the Lord? 

 


