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11 Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law),
what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one
named after the order of Aaron? 12 For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the
law as well. 13 For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever
served at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe
Moses said nothing about priests. 15 This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of
Melchizedek, 16 who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement concerning bodily descent, but by
the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it is witnessed of him,

“You are a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.”

18 For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness 19 (for the law
made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God. 20
And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made such without an oath, 21 but this
one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him:

“The Lord has sworn
and will not change his mind,

‘You are a priest forever.’”

22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant. 23 The former priests were many in number, because they
were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he
continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him,
since he always lives to make intercession for them. 26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high
priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.
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God paints us a beautiful tapestry of His bigger picture: His love and desire to have a relationship with His people.
Within scripture He is weaving threads along the way to make connections for us so we can understand His pursuit in
relationship restoration.

Since the fall we have been separated from God because of disobedience and have needed a sacrifice to cover our
sins. We have tried to use cheap substitutes to cover our sin problem, just as Adam did in the garden when he was
exposed and vulnerable with the fig leaves. The Lord demonstrated a need for a sacrifice and covered them with
animal skin. In Exodus, the Mosaic Covenant established the law and priesthood that brought to light our sinful nature
and the need to seek forgiveness for our sins. The Lord established the priesthood through the tribe of Levi and
specifically set apart Aaron and his descendants as high priests. The high priest’s role was to be a mediator between
man and God; they were to offer sacrifices on behalf of themselves and the people of Israel. “Under the law almost
everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is not forgiveness of sins” (Hebrews 9:22).

God planned to break tradition and religious routine to fulfill what was spoken, not on the basis of regulation as to
ancestry, but on the power of indestructible life. “The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless
(for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced” (Hebrews 7:18-19). In a small town in Bethlehem,
born to a virgin, and conceived by the Holy Spirit from the tribe of Judah, a baby is born; Jesus “God with us”. The
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. Jesus left the heavenly throne in obedience to his Father’s will
to live with us. He came to identify with our flesh but remained pure and spotless so that all could be made alive. “For
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every aspect has
been tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all” (1 Timothy 2:5-6).

The Jews and Gentiles have always been two separate groups of people, but Jesus begins to introduce a new idea.
The dividing line will now fall between those who believe He is Messiah and those who don’t, regardless of heritage.
As a sinner, imperfect person, gentile and an outcast, we can now approach our Lord with humble hearts and have a
relationship with our Father. Jesus is our high priest, our mediator and our perfect sacrifice. “Therefore, as one
trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men”
(Romans 5:18). We are chosen, redeemed, and clothed in righteousness because of the seamless story he has woven
for us to receive.



Questions:

1. We have direct access to God, Jesus our High Priest. Do you run to other things for peace or seek the Lord?

2. Read Colossians 2:13-14. Are you still holding onto past sins or have you laid them down at the altar? God's
grace is sufficient.

3. Have you trusted Jesus as your Lord and Savior? I pray you will understand God's love and pursuit of your
heart and follow him fully. Please reach out to pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.
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