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1 Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of holiness. 2 For a tent was

prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence. It is

called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place, 4

having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was

a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 5 Above it

were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.

6 These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first section, performing

their ritual duties, 7 but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without

taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people. 8 By this the Holy

Spirit indicates that the way into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first section is still

standing 9 (which is symbolic for the present age). According to this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are

offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, 10 but deal only with food and drink and

various washings, regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation.
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AUTHOR: DICK PATTERSON

In the world we live in today, you can get on the internet and buy just about anything. Need a carburetor or any
replacement part of any kind for your car? You can find it out there on the internet. But, there is a problem you have
to be careful about. Some of these parts may not be as good as, or last as long as, the factory replacement part. If
you compare them side by side, one may work for a little while, but then you will have to get another one, and then
another. So in comparison, one part is just temporary, and that is where we find ourselves in chapter 9.

The author begins a lengthy comparison of the Old Testament (“OT”) tabernacle and sacrifices to the sacrifice of
Christ that continues on into chapter 10. This first part is a summary of the OT tabernacle and its activities. He talks
about the two chambers and how the veil separated the Holy of Holies from everyone but the high priest. Even the
high priest could only go into the Holy of Holies once a year. The author talks about all the furniture and the function
of each piece. It was all laid out to the people back in the book of Exodus and served two different purposes. On one
hand, the veil protected the people from unauthorized entry into God’s holy and consuming presence. On the other
hand, the tabernacle provided a way to allow worshipers to approach God with sacrifices and prayer. Then once a
year, the priest would carry the peoples offerings into the holy place and would go into the very throne room of God
to offer a blood atonement on the mercy seat and meet with Him. Yes this was set up by God and was only a symbol
of God’s dwelling with all people. The author of Hebrews makes clear that the tabernacle was insufficient at cleansing
the heart and conscience of the people (verse 9-10).

The tabernacle and sacrifices were a foreshadowing of the final and complete priestly work of Christ. Christ's death
on the cross was the final sacrifice. The curtain in the temple was torn in two (Luke 23:45) and that made the way for
us all to enter into the presence of God. A temple made by man was no longer needed for God's spirit would no
longer live in that kind of temple, but would come to live in the hearts of his people and our bodies would become
the temples of the Holy Spirit who lives in us (1 Corinthians 3:16). So when we compare the OT tabernacle and
sacrifices to Christ and His fulfillment of God’s plan, we see how much better Christ is and we have no need to try and
find another sacrifice for Christ’s sacrifice was completely sufficient (Romans 6:9-10; Hebrews 10:10).



Questions:

1. Are you still trying to offer some types of “sacrifices” (or “works”) over and over again to earn your salvation?

2. Read Ephesians 2:1-10 and Romans 12:1. What do those passages mean to you?

3. Where does your hope lie? In your sacrifices or in the work of the Lord?


