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1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the

throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For

every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to

offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the

law. 5 They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was

instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the

mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he

mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would

have been no occasion to look for a second.

8 For he finds fault with them when he says: “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish

new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 9 not like the covenant that I made with their

fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in

my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with

the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their

hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and

each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12 For

I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.”

13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old

is ready to vanish away.
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As I think about our Father and how intentional He is, it reminds me of parenting. Has God ever taught you a lesson
through the way you parent your children? As I walked through a situation with my daughter the other day, a light
bulb went off. Her response ended with, “Jesus has the plan, and sometimes we don’t understand, huh, mommy?”
This brought huge tears to my eyes because she was right. It is our obedience and faith through the unknown that
gets us through. We have only so long to invest intentionally with our kiddos. We have only so long to walk with
them and experience the light bulb moments, just like God did walking alongside Israel.

I love how this chapter begins by explaining Jesus, our high priest, as a better covenant! Jesus is the eternal high
priest, ministering from heaven with all the authority. The author reminds us of the main point of this letter: Christians
have a high priest who has brought full forgiveness of sins. The “true” tent (verse 2) refers to heaven and God’s very
presence there. This is not the tabernacle we read about with Moses. God instructed Moses to make the tabernacle
(Exodus 25:8-9). It was manmade with beautiful furnishings but no place for the priests to sit down because their work
was never finished. On the other hand, as the eternal high priest, Jesus is in the heavenly tabernacle. His work is
finished, and He has a seat (verses 1-2). Isn’t that so comforting and beautiful to know? He is the original priest. Jesus
is not a priest that serves in an earthly tabernacle or temple. He serves in the true tabernacle which the Lord created.
I love how God uses this illustration for us to understand the heavenly reality that the earthly tabernacle imitated.

God is showing us, through the new covenant, that Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice. He laid down His life to atone sin
(Romans 5:8). Jesus did not offer a sacrifice like we have read about in the law of Moses, but He did offer a better
sacrifice: Himself! Jesus was humble, pure, and filled with love. He wants everyone free from the bondage of sin. In
verse 6, we are told that He is our mediator, one who stands in the middle between two people and brings them
together. He continues to meet us where we are, walk with us, and go before us in every situation. May we continue
to die to ourselves daily (Luke 9:23).

The Mosaic covenant pointed people to the standard of God. Jesus fulfilled and lived up to the standard of God. The
old covenant pointed out humanity's inability to achieve perfection because of sin. We were given the old covenant
to discover and condemn sin. The goal of the new covenant is to declare the love, grace, and mercy of God and to
give repentance, remission of sin, and eternal life. Thank you, Jesus!



Questions:

1. Is Christ the center focus of your life?

2. How can we continue to keep Him at the center? Or, if He is not at the center, what is getting in the way?

3. Confess and/or discuss with your Journey Group or other biblical community anything the Lord showed you
as you prayed through these questions.


