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1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the

kings and blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his

name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without father or mother

or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest

forever. 4 See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! 5 And those

descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to take tithes from the people,

that is, from their brothers, though these also are descended from Abraham. 6 But this man who does not have his

descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 It is beyond dispute that

the inferior is blessed by the superior. 8 In the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by

one of whom it is testified that he lives. 9 One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes

through Abraham, 10 for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.
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Whenever we have a meeting and we want to share the whole picture with some friends, Cody uses a phrase that
goes something like this: “let’s see the big picture from the blimp.” This is what we need to see in this text because we
don’t know a lot about Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God.

The big picture is of Christ's superior priesthood over the Old Testament priests of the tribe of Levi. The main point is
later in verse 25. Do you see the word "Consequently" or "Therefore"? That means this is the great conclusion from all



the preceding truth about Christ's priesthood. Verse 25 is the main point, the conclusion of it all: "Hence, also, He is
able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”

Our salvation depends on the active work of Christ forever and ever. Not just on the past work of Christ, or on our past
decisions and commitments. It says that Christ is able to save forever . . . since He always lives to make intercession
for us. In other words, He would not be able to save us forever if he did not go on interceding for us forever. This
means our salvation is as secure as Christ's priesthood is indestructible. This is why we needed a priest so much
greater than any human. Christ's deity secures His indestructible priesthood for us.

Jesus is able to save us because He intercedes for us. I want to illustrate this by the way it looked when our High
Priest was on earth. In Luke 22:31-32, Jesus says to Peter: "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to
sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again,
strengthen your brothers." So already Jesus was interceding for his own when he was on earth. What was He praying
for?  That our faith would not fail.

Questions:

1. Are you drawing near to God through Jesus?

2. Do you know Jesus as your Lord and Savior? Read Romans 10:9-10.


