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5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has been testified

somewhere, “What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care for him? 7 You made him for a

little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory and honor, 8 putting everything in subjection

under his feet.”

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see

everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely

Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste

death for everyone.

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the

founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one

source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the

midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and

the children God has given me.”

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through

death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through

fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of

Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and

faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has

suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
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When we are children, we are always trying to figure out how the world works. As a young boy growing up in east
Texas, I was always curious to discover how things work. Later in my young adulthood, I continued this quest and
probably took it farther than most. After high school, I studied physics and astronomy at TCU and then meteorology
at Texas A&M. Throughout my studies and feeble efforts to understand the universe, I often saw God’s fingerprint.
Within atomic structures, cloud formation, and planets’ orbital revolutions, I stood in awe of the order and precision
across all of creation, which serves as evidence and testimony to God’s greatness. Paul wrote in Romans 1:20, “For
since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen,
being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.”

The desire to understand the world seems to be a natural process that all of us go through. We want to feel secure in
knowing how the world works around us. I believe our pursuit of this understanding is also to figure out where we fit
into this world and our place in God’s creation. In Hebrews, the author reveals some great insights and wisdom
regarding God’s design and where we, as mankind, fit into God’s order. In chapter 1, Christ is proclaimed as supreme
and superior to the angels. In chapter 2, we are shown that mankind is lower than the angels. Citing Psalms 8:4-6, the
author shows not only how we are below the angels, but when Jesus became man, he was “for a little while lower
than the angels”. This is confirmed again in verse 9 of our text. The author goes on to explain that Jesus tasted death
for everyone, and by doing so, Jesus, the founder of our salvation, brings many sons to glory and sanctifies us.

These descriptions of God’s order are wonderful, but here is what I find exciting in this passage. Citing Psalms 22:22
and Isaiah 8:17-18, the author is also telling us that we who put our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior, are delivered
from the fear of death and lifelong slavery [to sin]. He did not do this for the angels, but for the “offspring of Abraham”.
As we recently learned in Romans 2:14-16, salvation is not only for the Jews, but also for the Gentiles. Finally, the
author explains that Christ, who was made to be like us in every respect, became “a merciful and faithful high priest
to make propitiation for the sins of the people” because he “suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are
being tempted”. As I read these verses and understand that we are made clean in God’s sight only due to Jesus’
perfect righteousness, I remember what Paul tells us in his first letter to the church in Corinth, “The first man was from
the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the
dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven” (1 Corinthians 15:47-48).

We believers are the earthly man and are also for a little while lower than the angels. Later, as saints in Heaven,
scripture states “Do you not know that we will judge angels?” (1 Corinthians 6:3). I am left with so much to ponder on



this subject, but of this I am certain, the saints will “meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord” (1
Thessalonians 4:17b). Praise God for that!

Questions:

1. Have you accepted God’s grace and made Jesus your merciful and faithful high priest?

2. Are you declaring Jesus to your brothers and sisters?

3. If the trumpet sounded today, do you know you will be in the assembly and singing His praises?


