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1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For since the

message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just

retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was

attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by

gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.
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As we read in chapter one, this was the writer’s declaration and celebration of God’s final word – Jesus Christ IS the
Son of God. We know that. We rejoice in that! But as we shift to chapter 2, verses 1-4, we see a warning in verse 1, “We
must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.”

As a devoted Christ-follower, we may think that we would never give up on Jesus, but did you know that we are
always in danger of neglecting Him? I’ll confess that I’ve been guilty of neglecting Him, not intentionally of course, but
it often happens and more than we care to admit. You wake up one day and suddenly things aren’t what they once
were and there could be many reasons why. You get busy, distracted, hurt, overwhelmed, or perhaps even when
things are going well in your life, you put Him aside. Life gets in the way and we drift. Then we begin to stumble, faith
erodes, and temptation is fierce! The enemy only needs us to make one wrong move and then we lose our way (John
10:10).

“Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you want to stay, and cost you more than you
want to pay.” - author unknown. Pretty spot on, right?



There is danger living in the drift. We lose our focus, pull away from godly people, stop praying, stop abiding in His
Word. When we drift away from God, it trickles down to all other relationships. The spiritual things that once
concerned us no longer do, and then we become easily influenced by the things of this world. How tragic that
worldly attractions could draw us away from God’s truth (1 John 2:15-17)! Nothing should demand our attention more
than our relationship with Jesus Christ.

So how can we avoid drifting? Be obedient. Remind yourself of the peace that surpasses all understanding when we
rest in Him (Philippians 4:7). Confess, repent and turn back to Him. When we drift and leave God’s protection and
safety, our struggles become bigger, our hearts become harder, and it becomes impossible to escape. Just
remember, the world seeks to slow us down and turn our hearts away from God. Be intentional. Abide daily (John
15:4). Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Jesus MUST be in every decision. If He is not, we could easily drift
right back out into a sea of misery and despair.

Questions:

1. Are you drifting in your faith? If so, can you see the negative impact it has on your life?

2. Do you have a biblical community to hold you accountable?

3. Is spending time alone in God’s word and prayer a priority in your schedule?


