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20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by

the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that

which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

22 I appeal to you, brothers, bear with my word of exhortation, for I have written to you briefly. 23 You should know

that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom I shall see you if he comes soon. 24 Greet all your leaders

and all the saints. Those who come from Italy send you greetings. 25 Grace be with all of you.
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Merry Christmas, everyone! I hope you have a day filled with joy and laughter as you celebrate the birth of our Savior
and King, Jesus Christ.

What a great day to finish out the book of Hebrews! The last few verses in Hebrews are closing remarks from the
writer. After asking the church to pray for him, he leads straight into a prayer for them. How easily we can tend to
overlook that. I know often if I’m asking others to pray for me, I don’t think to pray for them at that moment as well. I’m
focused on my needs. What we see here, though, is a wonderful little one sentence prayer of encouragement for the
Hebrew people.

He starts off the prayer by mentioning some of God’s qualities: His peace, His power (in bringing Jesus back from the
dead), and his loving care for us (the Great Shepherd). Peace is an attribute of God that gets thrown around a lot at
Christmas time, but I’m not sure how often we stop to think of what it really means that He is peace and He is the God



of peace. The secular view of peace is equated to calm and tranquility, but biblical peace is so much more. The
Hebrew word translated as peace is Shalom which is best translated as completeness. It comes from the root word
“shalam” which means to “make amends or to make complete”. Biblical peace is more active, we make peace
(Matthew 5:9). God made peace with us when He sent His son, Jesus, as a sacrifice for our sin. Are you actively
working to make peace?

He continues with his intercession by asking God to equip the Hebrews to do God’s will which is pleasing in His sight.
The singular mindset of the early church was towards doing God’s will and pleasing Him. This is where our minds
should be focused every day. I’ll confess, I can easily be distracted by “good” things around me and take my mind off
that one perfect goal, to be equipped to do his will (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

The very last verse in Hebrews simply says “Grace be with all of you.” This was a common greeting that simply meant
“may God give you blessing and favor”.  So friends, grace be with you this Christmas and into the new year!

Questions:

1. Are you a peacemaker? Is there an area in your life that you need to make amends in or “make peace”?

2. Do you make a habit of praying for those around you? If not, what are some practical steps you can take to
become intentional in this way?

3. Is your biggest prayer that God would equip you to do His will? If not, what is getting in the way of making
that your goal?


