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18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest 19 and the

sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 20

For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.”21

Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to

the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the

assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous

made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word

than the blood of Abel.

25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned

them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. 26 At that time his voice shook the

earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 This phrase,

“Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that

the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be

shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire.
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My mom used to say, “Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth.” I have learned that this expression literally means that if
you are given a horse as a gift, do not open the mouth to inspect the age and health of the horse or that would be
considered offensive by the gift giver. Since we rarely, if ever, receive a horse as a gift, I guess this expression can



mean that we should not judge, criticize, or reject a loving gift when it is given to us (as long as it is from a trusted
source, of course).  We especially should not reject the ultimate gift from God: our salvation.

In this passage of Hebrews, the writer is reminding us that no longer are we separated from God by things such as a
physical barrier, a blazing fire, doom, gloom, torture, and fear. In the Old Testament, touching Mount Sanai was
forbidden by the punishment of death. While the Israelites were there, they worshipped a golden calf and many died
because of it (Exodus 32). In contrast, the Hebrews’ writer paints a beautiful and joyous picture of Mount Zion, the city
of the living God, with angels celebrating and Jesus as the King. Because of His blood that was shed, we are able to
approach King Jesus without barriers or mediators. As Christians, we can dwell in God’s glory and love on earth
through the blood of Jesus. But, this is nothing compared to the awesomeness of the future glory that will be
revealed in Heaven. Mount Zion is simply a foreshadowing of what is to come.

In verse 25, we receive the “don’t look a gift horse in the mouth” warning. The gift of salvation and eternal life with
Jesus in heaven is a gift we are offered. This is a gift we just cannot refuse. For the Israelites, there were serious
consequences for rebelling at Mount Sinai. There are even greater consequences for rebelling at Mount Zion such as
rejecting the gift of salvation (Hebrews 12:25) or denying Christ (Matthew 10:33, John 12:48). We should be grateful for
receiving the gift of salvation, accept it completely, and, as an act of worship, bear fruit through our works for the
glory of God (verse 28).  Then, we will reap the reward of eternal life and the future glory in Heaven.

Questions:

1. Have you ever given a gift and the reception of that gift was not what you expected? How did that make you
feel?

2. How are you approaching the Lord on a regular basis to deepen your relationship with Him?

3. If you have not yet accepted the gift of salvation, please reach out to church leadership to discuss this. You
can email pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.
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