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1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin

which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder

and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is

seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
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Therefore (or for that reason), we run with endurance the race set before us. The writer of Hebrews emphasizes the
reason and purpose of our whole existence as children of God using these two verses. I have struggled with this
passage because it is so very important to me to get it right!

I want to look specifically at two words from our text: “clouds” and “surrounded.” I have always imagined clouds to
mean that we are surrounded by Old Testament saints witnessing our daily activities. Is this really what the text is
saying? After looking into the original Greek words, I believe that the writer is making an even stronger point. There is
a multitude, a throng, of saints, greater than we can number, that have gone before us and stood the test of time.
They have fought the fight, finished the race, and kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7-8). We are not alone! We are
surrounded by incredible examples (see Hebrews 11 for a few).

When we are born again into the Kingdom of God, our race begins - not in the spectator section, but in the arena in
the middle of the fight. Our enemy hates it when we take a stand of faith and will do all he can do to disqualify us and
eliminate us from the race. We are commissioned to run the race God sets before us - our calling. The battle begins
when we submit to His authority and accept His mantle. It is hard. It is challenging. It is our own. But if we glance up
into the “bleachers” of heaven, we will see that they are stacked high, all the way to the clouds, with those who have
already faced the devil and won their fight. If we listen, we can hear them cheering, “You can do this! Your faith will
see you through!”



Beyond the “bleachers” of heaven, when even the cheers are not enough to keep us in the race, when the road feels
lonely, and the finish line seems unreachable, who do we look to? “I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my
help come from? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1-2). Jesus Christ, the King
of Heaven’s armies endured the cross because of the joy set before Him! His joy is our salvation. “For it was fitting that
he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation
perfect through suffering” (Hebrews 2:10). Now seated at the right hand of God the Father, it is His eyes I search for, His
hand I reach for, and His approval I seek. He began a good work in me and He will be the One to complete it
(Philippians 1:6). When the enemy's arrows take aim, when the race is hard and lonely, when you are tempted to
retreat, remember Hebrews 12:1-2. Glance to the heavens and imagine they are waiting at the finish line, welcoming
you home. And most importantly, look to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.

Questions:

1. How has your life changed since you made Jesus the King of your heart?

2. What can you do to spur yourself on when the race intensifies and you want to quit?

3. Who are your favorite characters from Hebrews 11, and how do you find yourself relating to them?


