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13 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him,

‘Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. 14 For this time I will send

all my plagues on you yourself,[a] and on your servants and your people, so that you may know that there is none like

me in all the earth. 15 For by now I could have put out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and

you would have been cut off from the earth. 16 But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so

that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth. 17 You are still exalting yourself against my people and will not let

them go. 18 Behold, about this time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never has been in Egypt

from the day it was founded until now. 19 Now therefore send, get your livestock and all that you have in the field into

safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field and is not brought home will die when the hail falls on them.”’”

20 Then whoever feared the word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his livestock into

the houses, 21 but whoever did not pay attention to the word of the Lord left his slaves and his livestock in the field.

22 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may be hail in all the land of

Egypt, on man and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.” 23 Then Moses stretched out his staff

toward heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the Lord rained hail upon the

land of Egypt. 24 There was hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had

never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 25 The hail struck down everything that was in the field

in all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of

the field. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail. 27 Then Pharaoh sent and

called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time I have sinned; the Lord is in the right, and I and my people are in

the wrong. 28 Plead with the Lord, for there has been enough of God's thunder and hail. I will let you go, and you

shall stay no longer.” 29 Moses said to him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city, I will stretch out my hands to the

Lord. The thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may know that the earth is the Lord's. 30 But

as for you and your servants, I know that you do not yet fear the Lord God.” 31 (The flax and the barley were struck

down, for the barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud. 32 But the wheat and the emmer[b] were not struck



down, for they are late in coming up.) 33 So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and stretched out his hands to

the Lord, and the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no longer poured upon the earth. 34 But when Pharaoh

saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet again and hardened his heart, he and his

servants. 35 So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people of Israel go, just as the Lord had

spoken through Moses.
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It’s only by God’s mercy that many people don’t often get the consequences they deserve. This was the case for
Pharaoh in the book of Exodus. So far, we’ve seen six other plagues that have hit Egypt because of Pharaoh’s pride
and sin.  No repentance, just a continuation of the hardening of his heart (continued sin).  Pharaoh was stubborn and
prideful, not willing to submit to the authority of the Lord.  And, while the Lord could have completely decimated
Pharaoh and his people, he was gracious and merciful enough to allow them to live (verse 15).

Now the seventh plague was about to hit.  Pharaoh and his people were warned.  Some of his own servants heeded
the warning and chose to move their slaves and livestock to shelter from the hail that was about to fall. Others did
not.  As I read about each of these plagues, I found myself thinking, “How stupid of them!  Can’t they see that God is
giving the warnings and following through with what he says he will do?  Why don’t they just do as he tells them?”
And then I realized that some things really haven’t changed much since the time of Moses.

There are many people in today’s society who don’t see the warning signs the Lord has placed in front of them.  They
refuse to accept the invitation for eternal life with Him, the gift that is freely offered to all who are willing to accept it.
With belief comes the baptism of the Holy Spirit who can help people see the warning signs in God’s Word that I am
referring to.  This amazing gift “tastes as sweet as honey,” but the fact that so many people refuse it is sad and makes
“the stomach bitter” (see Revelation 10:10).   The Lord offers us all forgiveness, but some people, like Pharaoh, refuse
Him so many times that their hearts become hardened. Their consequence is to live on this earth with a void in their
lives, lack of hope for the future, and lost opportunity to fulfill the plans the Lord has for them. Ultimately, they will
then die without their name entered into the book of life.  “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15).

I don’t want these consequences for anyone: my loved ones, my acquaintances, nor anyone I meet.  I instead desire
for them to live in the joy that comes with a life with Christ.  So, I can no longer sit quietly and observe.  I need to



actively introduce others to Christ as my Father, my guide, and my best friend.  I can no longer be afraid of offending
someone for sharing my love of him openly and freely. I no longer want to be someone who just “stands by,” even
when my boldness feels a little out of the ordinary and uncomfortable.  Souls are on the line, and if I can help in any
way to lead someone to a relationship with Christ, then those uncomfortable moments will be well worth it.  “If you
are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.“ (1 Peter
4:13)

Questions:

1. How can we learn to discern the warning signs God is giving us and to know what he wants us to do? (John
8:31b-32; Ezekiel 36:26-27, Proverbs; 3:5-6)

2. How do we help others recognize and accept this generous gift of salvation? (Matthew 28:19-20)

3. What are some specific steps you can take this week to encourage others in their walk toward salvation? How
can you be bold in your faith today, tomorrow, this week, this month, this year?


