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1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, “Let

my people go, that they may serve me. 2 For if you refuse to let them go and still hold them, 3 behold, the hand of

the Lord will fall with a very severe plague upon your livestock that are in the field, the horses, the donkeys, the

camels, the herds, and the flocks. 4 But the Lord will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the

livestock of Egypt, so that nothing of all that belongs to the people of Israel shall die.”’” 5 And the Lord set a time,

saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in the land.” 6 And the next day the Lord did this thing. All the livestock

of the Egyptians died, but not one of the livestock of the people of Israel died. 7 And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not

one of the livestock of Israel was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go.
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As we begin this message in verse 1, Moses is being commanded by God to go before Pharaoh again and tell him,
“Thus said the LORD, God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me.”” Moses also explained the
next consequence to Pharaoh if he didn’t let God’s people go.  Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not let the
people of Israel go.

Now the fifth plaque would fall upon the Egyptian people. All the livestock of Egypt would die, but the livestock of
the Israelites would not die. It is noted that the Egyptians worshipped their cattle. This led me to search my own heart
to see what I may be worshipping before God. Do I have other idols in my life that I have placed before God such as
money, time, my job, hobbies…? I could go on and on, but you get my point. One way I have found to keep focused on
the Lord is to abide in his word daily.  I prefer first thing in the morning. This sets the tone for my entire day.



In verse 4, it says God will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt. The livestock
of Israel would not die. This was not the case in the prior four plagues. Today we have all been touched and affected
by the pandemic in one way or another. No one has been left out; the righteous and the wicked both have been
affected. Through trusting God and taking refuge in him, we can have the peace in our minds that only God can
provide (Isaiah 26:3). God wants to provide for us. He will bear our burdens; we just have to give it all to him (Psalm
36:7).

Pharaoh was so prideful he allowed great destruction to the Egyptian people.  Pride is a problem I can relate to in my
life.  I will get so consumed with my work that, before I know it, I have neglected spending quality time with my family
and friends.  I have a pride problem when it comes to asking for help. I like to think I can do it all, even if that means
sacrificing quality time in other areas.  Our Father is a very forgiving Father and his grace is more than enough (James
4:6). Ask God to help you with pride in your own life and to identify other areas that you are placing above Him.

Questions:

1. What are you putting above God in your own life?

2. God said “Let my people go.” Is there something in your life God is telling you to let go of? Do you keep
putting it off until tomorrow hoping for a different commandment from God? Talk to your Journey Group or
other biblical community about it.

3. Pray for God to soften your heart so that you can become humble in areas you may struggle with.


