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17 He also made the lampstand of pure gold. He made the lampstand of hammered work. Its base, its stem, its cups,

its calyxes, and its flowers were of one piece with it. 18 And there were six branches going out of its sides, three

branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it; 19

three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and three cups made like almond

blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branch—so for the six branches going out of the lampstand. 20

And on the lampstand itself were four cups made like almond blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers, 21 and a

calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches going out of it. 22 Their calyxes and their branches were

of one piece with it. The whole of it was a single piece of hammered work of pure gold. 23 And he made its seven

lamps and its tongs and its trays of pure gold. 24 He made it and all its utensils out of a talent of pure gold.

25 He made the altar of incense of acacia wood. Its length was a cubit, and its breadth was a cubit. It was square, and

two cubits was its height. Its horns were of one piece with it. 26 He overlaid it with pure gold, its top and around its

sides and its horns. And he made a molding of gold around it, 27 and made two rings of gold on it under its molding,

on two opposite sides of it, as holders for the poles with which to carry it. 28 And he made the poles of acacia wood

and overlaid them with gold.

29 He made the holy anointing oil also, and the pure fragrant incense, blended as by the perfumer.
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In mid-February, Texas experienced the coldest winter blast on record. As spring approached many of us wondered if
our trees would survive the extreme conditions they faced. Over the next few months we watched with anticipation
waiting for the buds and blossoms. With the radiant light of the sun we began to see life emerge and the damage of
death occur across our horizons. Many of the trees that had established roots deep within the ground were able to
endure the shock. However, less established trees lacked the strength, stability, nutrition, and root structure to
persevere. Damages occurred from the storm resulting in removing what was dead and pruning back making room
for a healthier future. “He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful” (John 15:2).

In Exodus 37, we read that the Israelites are responding in obedience to the detailed commands God shared with
Moses on top of Mount Sinai. They were instructed to build specific and purposeful furnishing to the tabernacle. The
craftsman constructed a lampstand which would be used as a source of light. As we read about the visual aesthetics
of the piece, we see it had a base, stalk, and three branches on each side taking the image of a tree. On each of the
branches were almond buds and blossoms which indicated growth. The only part of the lamp which was not made of
gold was the wick, which was made from fibers. The wick would need to be maintained each morning by a wick
trimmer who would remove the charred end. Daily refinement through burning and trimming off the lamp's wick kept
a steady and bright flame.

The Lord uses the lampstand as a visual representation to show the need to grow and be the light. Growth takes
place when we experience the grace and mercy of Christ. Throughout our lifetime we will face extreme conditions.
“Consider it pure joy whenever you face trials of many kinds…so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything”(James 1:2-4). As we work out our salvation, the Spirit begins to remove the charred ends of our wick so that
we are able to shine brighter. Daily confession, prayer and seeking the Lord’s will over our own creates a strong
spiritual root structure. “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. They will be like a
tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are
always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit” (Jeremiah 17:7-8). We find life as we
live for Jesus because “in him was life and that life was the light of all mankind” (John 1:4). Life grows out of light and
blossoms with light.



Questions:

1. We will face “extreme conditions” within our walk as a result of the fall in Genesis 3. How do you tend to
respond during those pressing seasons?

2. Are your spiritual roots deeply established or shallow? How can you grow? What are some next steps you
can take?

3. Please read John 15:1-17. What does it say about God? What does it call you to in light of who He is?


