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1 Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half was its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit

and a half its height. 2 And he overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside, and made a molding of gold around it. 3

And he cast for it four rings of gold for its four feet, two rings on its one side and two rings on its other side. 4 And he

made poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold 5 and put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to

carry the ark. 6 And he made a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half was its length, and a cubit and a half its

breadth. 7 And he made two cherubim of gold. He made them of hammered work on the two ends of the mercy seat,

8 one cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat he made the

cherubim on its two ends. 9 The cherubim spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their

wings, with their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat were the faces of the cherubim.

10 He also made the table of acacia wood. Two cubits was its length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit and a half its

height. 11 And he overlaid it with pure gold, and made a molding of gold around it. 12 And he made a rim around it a

handbreadth wide, and made a molding of gold around the rim. 13 He cast for it four rings of gold and fastened the

rings to the four corners at its four legs. 14 Close to the frame were the rings, as holders for the poles to carry the

table. 15 He made the poles of acacia wood to carry the table, and overlaid them with gold. 16 And he made the

vessels of pure gold that were to be on the table, its plates and dishes for incense, and its bowls and flagons with

which to pour drink offerings.
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Lots of things in this life require repetition. Football coaches are notorious for repetition. They will expect excellence
and quality repetitions. Practice sessions will include executing a particular play over and over and over again, until it
is done repeatedly with excellence. It can become so tedious that it could nearly be done in one’s sleep. These
athletes may find the redundancy of repetitions like a reminder or a review, rather than the significant importance of
why their coach seems to frequently have them doing the same drills or executing the same play.

At first glance, it may appear that we find the instructions given by Moses regarding the making of the ark and these
things repeated. We might have thought, “Couldn’t this have been written in much fewer words?” Emphasis is placed
on repetition. Many of the same passages of the history of Christ in the New Testament are relayed by two or three,
and even by four of the evangelists. The great things of God's law and gospel we need to have infused upon us again
and again (Philippians 3:1).

Moses would show the great care which he and his workmen took to make everything exactly according to the
pattern shown to him. God cares about the details and His people being obedient in these details. Hebrews 3:5
teaches us to have respect for all God's commandments, every iota and tittle (the smallest details). God takes delight
in the sincere obedience of His people, and keeps an exact account of it (Hebrews 6:10).

In these verses we have an account of the making of the ark with its glorious and most significant accessories - the
mercy seat and the cherubim. At that time, the glory of our Holy God dwelt between the cherubim. It is the character
of an upright heart that keeps Scripture hidden in it, much like the ark of the testimony kept the law of God. By Jesus
Christ, there is reconciliation made between us and God. He intervenes between us and God's displeasure, but
through him we have gained God's inheritance and favor. From the mercy seat he will teach us. There he will accept
us and show himself merciful to our unrighteousness, and under the shadow of his wings we shall be safe.



Questions:

1. Do you realize the importance of repetition?  Do you repeat things of importance to others?

2. What should you consider as you read Scripture when specific topics are repeated in the same or even in
different passages?

3. Stop and behold the “mercy seat”. The Greek word for “mercy seat” in Hebrews 9:5 means “propitiation” or
“atonement”. According to Romans 3:23-25; 1 John 2:1; 4:10, who is our “mercy seat” today?


