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20 Then he made the upright frames for the tabernacle of acacia wood. 21 Ten cubits was the length of a frame, and

a cubit and a half the breadth of each frame. 22 Each frame had two tenons for fitting together. He did this for all the

frames of the tabernacle. 23 The frames for the tabernacle he made thus: twenty frames for the south side. 24 And

he made forty bases of silver under the twenty frames, two bases under one frame for its two tenons, and two bases

under the next frame for its two tenons. 25 For the second side of the tabernacle, on the north side, he made twenty

frames 26 and their forty bases of silver, two bases under one frame and two bases under the next frame. 27 For the

rear of the tabernacle westward he made six frames. 28 He made two frames for corners of the tabernacle in the rear.

29 And they were separate beneath but joined at the top, at the first ring. He made two of them this way for the two

corners. 30 There were eight frames with their bases of silver: sixteen bases, under every frame two bases.

31 He made bars of acacia wood, five for the frames of the one side of the tabernacle, 32 and five bars for the frames

of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the frames of the tabernacle at the rear westward. 33 And he

made the middle bar to run from end to end halfway up the frames. 34 And he overlaid the frames with gold, and

made their rings of gold for holders for the bars, and overlaid the bars with gold.

35 He made the veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; with cherubim skillfully worked into it

he made it. 36 And for it he made four pillars of acacia and overlaid them with gold. Their hooks were of gold, and he

cast for them four bases of silver. 37 He also made a screen for the entrance of the tent, of blue and purple and

scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, embroidered with needlework, 38 and its five pillars with their hooks. He overlaid

their capitals, and their fillets were of gold, but their five bases were of bronze.
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In this part of Exodus, the artisans completed the curtains for the tabernacle and they have moved on to the frames
and all the necessary elements to have them straight. I love that God does not leave anything to chance. He is
detailed enough to say the exact measurements, what is supposed to be constructed first, and the type of wood to
use: acacia.

Searching for a photo of acacia wood made me realize it is pretty. Acacia wood is visually appealing. I wonder if it was
something abundant in the region or if they brought it from Egypt? It is interesting that it is a very durable wood. It is
55% harder than European white oak. It is quite easy to maintain and clean. Since it is waterproof it does not get
moldy. It has many qualities, but it is also flexible after being cut. Then, it hardens to maintain the desired form. It can
get some discoloration after direct sun exposure, but if you remember. God ordered curtains, veils, and a coat of gold.
In short, it seems like a good decor investment.

Place yourself in this time of Exodus. I can picture the emotion of people bringing the contributions to make simple
frames. They are investing in the completion of God's dwelling place (Exodus 25:8). A web search defines investment
as “an act of devoting time, effort, or energy to a particular undertaking with the expectation of a worthwhile result.”
The result will be to have a continuous reminder of the sacrifices needed, the sacredness of the place, and the
grandeur of it, even, as a “mobile tent”. We are here with simple, but pretty frames that will help delimit the place
where God’s glory will dwell.

I am amazed by the details of this part of the tabernacle: acacia wood, tenons that fit together (maybe to assemble/
disassemble more quickly?). They were overlaid with gold and all the needlework! Can you imagine a tent as a
reminder of God’s personality, majesty, and eternity? Everything worthwhile is from God and for God. The
contributions for the wood, for the frames, were something provided for the children of Israel and they chose to
surrender them to the Lord. Was it a reminder of their serious investment to follow the Lord? What is a way to give
what you have, or your most valuable gifts, for His glory?



Questions:

1. Reading your Bible is an investment to glorify God and enjoy him. How can you praise God related to what
you have recently read?

2. What do you possess that can be invested in God’s kingdom?


