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30 Then Moses said to the people of Israel, “See, the Lord has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of

the tribe of Judah; 31 and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and

with all craftsmanship, 32 to devise artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, 33 in cutting stones for

setting, and in carving wood, for work in every skilled craft. 34 And he has inspired him to teach, both him and

Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan. 35 He has filled them with skill to do every sort of work done by an

engraver or by a designer or by an embroiderer in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, or by a

weaver—by any sort of workman or skilled designer.

36:1 “Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whom the Lord has put skill and intelligence to know how to do any

work in the construction of the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all that the Lord has commanded.”

2 And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whose mind the Lord had put skill, everyone whose

heart stirred him up to come to do the work. 3 And they received from Moses all the contribution that the people of

Israel had brought for doing the work on the sanctuary. They still kept bringing him freewill offerings every morning, 4

so that all the craftsmen who were doing every sort of task on the sanctuary came, each from the task that he was

doing, 5 and said to Moses, “The people bring much more than enough for doing the work that the Lord has

commanded us to do.” 6 So Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed throughout the camp, “Let no man or

woman do anything more for the contribution for the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from bringing, 7 for

the material they had was sufficient to do all the work, and more.
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The worship band finishes the last song and Brandon climbs the stairs at the front of the room, stands before everyone,
and is overcome with excitement and emotion. He has something so amazing, so incredible, to share that he is beside
himself. “What’s up, church? Good morning. Can we just give the Lord a hand?” He pauses, composing himself. “Well, it’s
good to have you with us online and in person.” Another pause, this one even longer, as he seems a bit choked up.
People look at each other, noting the long pauses and can sense Brandon’s about to announce something huge.

“I’m going to share with you some things that have been going on for a little while here at Stonepoint.” (Pause.) “For many
years our church leadership has prayed for these things to happen. We have sought the Lord to help us make decisions.
We have prayed that our body would stretch itself. Do more. Serve. Give. Really honor the Lord. And here I am today
with you, humbled and honored to be the one to repeat the words that the Lord told Moses so many years ago in Exodus
36:5. Lean in with me here: ‘The people bring much more than enough for doing the work that the Lord has commanded
us to do.’”

Brandon stalls, looks at everyone, letting that sink in. He continues, getting considerably louder, as he paraphrases parts
of Exodus 36. “Hear me when I tell you this, church. Lean in with me. Really lean in here: I’m giving command as Moses
did, and this word is proclaimed throughout the church, let no man or woman do anything more for the contribution for
our sanctuary. The material we have is sufficient to do all the work, and more. Did y’all hear that? The material we have
is sufficient to do all the work, and more!”

Brandon pauses, composes himself, and softens his voice. “So what does this mean, church?” (A long pause and silence
fills the room.) “Here’s what I would tell you: Our church body has provided more than enough financial resources and we
have exceeded our goals. We still need all of your talents to finish this work, but you can now allocate your personal
funds elsewhere.”

“Beep! Beep! Beep!” The alarm wakes me up. It’s morning. Bummer. It was just a dream. But, what if it weren’t a
dream? What if we ALL gave enough of our resources so the sum of our gifts were so plentiful that Brandon had to
tell us to slow down or stop? It would be a dream come true, wouldn’t it?

But here’s the deal: It has happened to God’s people in the past and it can happen again. We just have to make it
happen. But how?



There is a trend in our society called “minimalism,” “simplifying,” or “de-cluttering” intended to create less excess in
our homes. Those who jump on board are buying less, donating their possessions, cancelling television subscriptions,
and simplifying their schedules. I’d like to believe that this trend is guidance from the Lord to get us to focus more on
Him. I’m not saying we need to necessarily sell everything, give all our money to the church, and live with nothing.
But I am suggesting that we each evaluate how we allocate our personal funds and where we can shift those funds
to help further the work of the Church (Matthew 6:19-21). What if we all took the time to find ways to reduce excess in
our homes so we can create excess in His home?

Questions:

1. What are some areas of your spending that you could give up and shift those funds to your church giving?

2. Imagine yourself in the church on that day that Brandon announced that we have enough funds.  How would
you feel if you hadn’t helped with that goal?  How would you feel if you had?

3. Not sure where to start with your de-cluttering, simplifying, or cutting back?  Share with your Journey Group
and ask them to help you process through that.  If you are not in a Journey Group but would like more
information, please email groups@stonepointchurch.com.
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