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20 Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 21 And they came,

everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought the Lord's contribution to be

used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy garments. 22 So they came, both men and

women. All who were of a willing heart brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and armlets, all sorts of gold

objects, every man dedicating an offering of gold to the Lord. 23 And every one who possessed blue or purple or

scarlet yarns or fine linen or goats' hair or tanned rams' skins or goatskins brought them. 24 Everyone who could

make a contribution of silver or bronze brought it as the Lord's contribution. And every one who possessed acacia

wood of any use in the work brought it. 25 And every skillful woman spun with her hands, and they all brought what

they had spun in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. 26 All the women whose hearts stirred

them to use their skill spun the goats' hair. 27 And the leaders brought onyx stones and stones to be set, for the

ephod and for the breastpiece, 28 and spices and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant

incense. 29 All the men and women, the people of Israel, whose heart moved them to bring anything for the work

that the Lord had commanded by Moses to be done brought it as a freewill offering to the Lord.
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In Exodus 35:20-29, we see more of God’s command for the building of the tabernacle. The project included three
major parts: building the structure of the tabernacle, its furnishings and the garments worn by the priests. Verse 29
stands out as the perfect summary of the chapter. “All the men and women, the people of Israel, whose heart moved



them to bring anything for the work that the LORD had commanded by Moses to be done brought it as a freewill
offering to the LORD.” And looking more closely at this verse, the phrases “whose heart moved them” and “freewill
offering” really sparked interest.

Have you ever thought about what all the Bible has to say about a person’s heart? The heart is not just the muscle in
our chest that pumps blood. The heart is part of our soul. It’s our personal will in making decisions. It is rational and
emotional all in one. Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can
understand it?” It’s an obstacle to overcome and an enemy to be defeated. But God, in Ezekiel 36:26, declares that He
will take away our cold hearts of stone and stubbornness and give us a God-willed, tender and responsive heart of
flesh.

The heart determines whether a person will follow or reject God. He looks at our heart to determine if there is an
obedience, receptivity and love for Him. He knows, searches and changes our heart. 1 Samuel 16:7 says that “…man
looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” God looks at the spiritual condition of our heart.
And the most important heart change is when a person believes in their heart that Jesus is Lord and that God raised
Him from the dead (Romans 10:9-10).

The next point of interest is the freewill offering. This is the first time in the Bible that this type of offering is mentioned.
The people of Israel gave willingly to the LORD out of their gratitude for the great things He had done for them. It
shows a personal commitment of the individual but also a spirit of unity among the people for the project of the
tabernacle. After being enslaved in Egypt for 400 hundred years and having very little possessions, they voluntarily
and abundantly gave their greatest treasures to the LORD. This is also a demonstration of the faith that they had in
the future promises of God. Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” That is just what the people
of Israel did and is what God asks of us today.

Questions:

1. Will you stop today and check the condition of your heart (Psalm 139:23-24)? How do your words and actions
line up with what you say you believe? Discuss your findings with your Journey Group or Biblical community.

2. Do you give voluntarily and abundantly from your treasures like the Israelites? If not, why?

3. In what areas are you currently struggling to trust in God and instead are leaning on your own understanding?


