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1 Moses assembled all the congregation of the people of Israel and said to them, “These are the things that the Lord

has commanded you to do. 2 Six days work shall be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a Sabbath of

solemn rest, holy to the Lord. Whoever does any work on it shall be put to death. 3 You shall kindle no fire in all your

dwelling places on the Sabbath day.” 4 Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “This is the thing

that the Lord has commanded. 5 Take from among you a contribution to the Lord. Whoever is of a generous heart, let

him bring the Lord's contribution: gold, silver, and bronze; 6 blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen;

goats' hair, 7 tanned rams' skins, and goatskins; acacia wood, 8 oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the

fragrant incense, 9 and onyx stones and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece.

10 “Let every skillful craftsman among you come and make all that the Lord has commanded: 11 the tabernacle, its

tent and its covering, its hooks and its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 12 the ark with its poles, the mercy

seat, and the veil of the screen; 13 the table with its poles and all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence; 14 the

lampstand also for the light, with its utensils and its lamps, and the oil for the light; 15 and the altar of incense, with its

poles, and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and the screen for the door, at the door of the tabernacle; 16 the

altar of burnt offering, with its grating of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils, the basin and its stand; 17 the hangings

of the court, its pillars and its bases, and the screen for the gate of the court; 18 the pegs of the tabernacle and the

pegs of the court, and their cords; 19 the finely worked garments for ministering in the Holy Place, the holy garments

for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, for their service as priests.”
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My daughter Aria is almost 4 and we have begun to teach her responsibility and helping out around the house. A few
weeks ago I told her she could help me with folding laundry while my husband cooked dinner. She said “ I want to
help daddy cook!” She was so eager and willing to help her daddy. So they cooked together. She helped measure
and mix and her daddy taught her how to wash potatoes. My husband didn’t need her help and he probably could
have done it much faster on his own. Instead, he allowed her into the process to spend time with him. This allowed
her to feel pride and ownership over that meal.

You might be asking why I share this cute story about my family.  When I read through these verses I can’t help but
think about our heavenly Father and His patience and guidance in using us and allowing us in on His plan. In verse 5,
God commands His people to bring a contribution to build His Tabernacle. He didn’t need their contributions. He
could have made the gold, silver, and bronze appear miraculously out of thin air. He could have even built the whole
tabernacle right there on His own. Just like with my husband cooking, it would have been easier to do it on His own.
Instead, God allowed His people into the process. He wants us to be a part of the work that He is doing. He wants to
spend that time with us.

God also doesn’t just command us to give. In verse 5 He says “whoever is of generous heart” let him give. God doesn’t
want us to feel obligated to give or to give begrudgingly. He wants us to give as the spirit moves us with an open and
generous heart (2 Corinthians 9:6-7). As chapter 35 continues God will say this five more times. He doesn’t want our
offerings out of obligation, we’ve already established He doesn’t need anything from us. He is the God of the universe,
He created all things. There is no offering big or small that He NEEDS from us (Acts 17:25), but he wants it. His desire is
for our heart, if we are following after Him we will have a generous heart.

The last thing that really stuck out to me in this passage is how sacrificially God’s people were being asked to give.
The whole time that they were in Egypt they did not have much in the way of treasures but as they left God allowed
them to plunder the Egyptian people and take their gold and jewels (Exodus 12:36). They finally had some treasures
and things of value. Now, only 60 to 70 days later, God has asked them to give up their most valuable possessions.
You might be thinking, that’s not that hard, I already tithe or give generously to God. But think about your most
valuable possessions. For me three things come to mind, my engagement ring, my silver Muramatsu flute, and my
Taylor guitar. Would I honestly respond with a generous heart if God said “I want you to give your ring, flute, and
guitar to me for my work. I’m going to break down the guitar and use the wood  for building and  I’m going to melt
down your flute and your ring for the silver and gold.” I’m not sure I would have the response of a cheerful giver. That



idea seems crazy to me. The Israelites didn’t always get things right, but in this instance we see that they give
sacrificially to God with joyfulness and generosity.

Questions:

1. Do you view giving to God as something you just have to do (begrudgingly), something that’s not that
important (you just don’t give),  or as a chance to be a part of the work that God is doing in the life of the
church body and others around you?

2. Do you struggle with giving God your first fruits or feel like it could cause you financial struggles? Read
Malachi 3:10 and Proverbs 3:9-10. Malachi 3 is the only place in the bible God says to test Him. He says he will
provide blessings overflowing for those who trust Him and give. What would it look like for you to trust God
and give of your first fruits?

3. Think about your most treasured possession. If God asked you to give it to Him would you be able to give it to
Him with a generous heart? If you (like me) struggle with the thought of that, pray and ask God to work in your
heart and continue to grow you towards a heart of sacrificial giving for His kingdom.


