
BIBLE TEXT | EXODUS 34:29-35
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down

from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30

Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come

near him. 31 But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses

talked with them. 32 Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he commanded them all that the Lord had

spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.

34 Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And

when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35 the people of Israel would see the face

of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in

to speak with him.
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Exodus 26 describes the details of the tabernacle and specifically about the veil that separates the Holy Place where
God’s presence dwells (verses 31-34). In chapter 29 there is detail after detail of specific instructions that the priests
must do to consecrate themselves to be able to enter this Holy Place.

In 2 Corinthians 3, Paul describes the separation from God under the old covenant. No amount of obedience to rules
and the law, good works, or studying will get you closer to God. However, God wanted us with Him so He made a way
(Romans 5:8). God sent His son, Jesus Christ, to remove the veil of separation for good (Ephesians 1:7). His Spirit
comes to dwell in us (Romans 8:11), removing the sinful hard-heartedness we carry to allow those in Christ to see
God’s amazing glory. Paul goes on to explain that at the moment of this realization and acceptance, a spiritual



transformation into His likeness begins to occur. Second Corinthians 3:18 says, “And we all, with unveiled face,
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit”.

Moses was able to go before God, completely unveiled (Exodus 34:34). We have the same freedom because of Jesus’
sacrifice; the veil was torn (Matthew 27:50-51). We have direct access to God through Jesus (Hebrews 10:19). I once
was separated completely for all eternity from God until I received salvation, but even after that, I had my own “veil”
that I kept up. My “veil" was the guilt and shame from my past mistakes and the scars and hurts others had inflicted
on me. It was not until I removed that “veil” by giving those areas to God by seeking forgiveness for my sins and
forgiving those that hurt me that I found true love, peace, and freedom in Him.

The spiritual transformation in Christ that we are all undergoing will not be complete until Jesus returns (Philippians
1:6). It is a daily process. We were created in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-27). The old is gone and the new has come (2
Corinthians 5:17). God knows we are not shiny and perfect. He knows our flaws, hurts, and struggles. He wants us to
come before him unveiled, bringing Him all of our weakness and troubles so He can shine through them (2
Corinthians 12:9-10).

Questions:

1. Are you struggling to live in true freedom and peace in Christ? If so, what “veil” is separating you? Shame,
guilt, pride, control?

2. Read 1 John 2:6, 1 Corinthians 11:1, John 14:15, Ephesians 5:2, and Galatians 2:20. What do these verses have in
common and what do they have to do with spiritual transformation?

3. How is your transformation going? Are you daily striving to be more like the image you were created to be or
more like the world around you? Discuss this with your Journey Group or other biblical community.


