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10 And he said, “Behold, I am making a covenant. Before all your people I will do marvels, such as have not been

created in all the earth or in any nation. And all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the Lord, for it

is an awesome thing that I will do with you. 11 “Observe what I command you this day. Behold, I will drive out before

you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 12 Take care, lest you

make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it become a snare in your midst. 13 You shall

tear down their altars and break their pillars and cut down their Asherim 14 (for you shall worship no other god, for

the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15 lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and

when they whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and you are invited, you eat of his sacrifice, 16 and you

take of their daughters for your sons, and their daughters whore after their gods and make your sons whore after

their gods. 17 “You shall not make for yourself any gods of cast metal.

18 “You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you,

at the time appointed in the month Abib, for in the month Abib you came out from Egypt. 19 All that open the womb

are mine, all your male livestock, the firstborn of cow and sheep. 20 The firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a

lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem. And none

shall appear before me empty-handed.

21 “Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest. In plowing time and in harvest you shall rest. 22 You

shall observe the Feast of Weeks, the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the year's end. 23

Three times in the year shall all your males appear before the Lord God, the God of Israel. 24 For I will cast out



nations before you and enlarge your borders; no one shall covet your land, when you go up to appear before the

Lord your God three times in the year.

25 “You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with anything leavened, or let the sacrifice of the Feast of the

Passover remain until the morning. 26 The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring to the house of the

Lord your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother's milk.”

27 And the Lord said to Moses, “Write these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with

you and with Israel.” 28 So he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights. He neither ate bread nor drank

water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.
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This passage starts out: “Behold I am making a covenant” (verse 10). I couldn’t help but think of grace and
mercy. He could have said “I am re-making the covenant.” I see God's abounding grace and His willingness
to show mercy by just making a “new” covenant. In other words, “I’m not holding the sins you just
committed against you”. He takes it a step further by providing for all of their needs in removing the current
residents of the land for them. He even said he was going to do some “awesome” things that haven’t even
been created yet. If God describes something as awesome, then you can bet that it's going to be
mind-blowing amazing! How wonderful is it that God, in His mercy, makes a fresh covenant with the
people that just broke the first covenant a few days ago?

In light of the sin of His people, it makes sense that the main focus of this exchange was regarding how to
keep their worship focused on God and not creation (verse 13). When I read verse 14, “for the lord whose
name is Jealous, is a jealous God”, I had to reconcile what God being jealous really means. Whenever I
have become jealous, it has not been a good thing. Jealousy is an ugly word. Shakespeare said “It’s the
green-eyed monster” in Othello. What does it mean when the Bible says God is a jealous God? Whatever it



means, it can’t refer to anything sinful in God. He is holy and is righteously jealous. He is not jealous
because he is needy, greedy, covetous, lazy or unwilling to put the work in to accomplish His purpose. God
is not jealous over other’s achievements or frustrated with His position in the world/universe. No, all of this
can easily describe things I can be jealous about, but not Him. Godly jealousy is not selfish. We can tell the
difference when we identify the desired outcome. With sinful, selfish jealousy, I benefit from my own
covetous thoughts and the imagined accumulation of wealth or blessings. But with godly jealousy, we are
jealous for the will of God in a situation. We are jealous for Him to be glorified. Godly jealousy wakes us up
at night to pray for a lost loved one. Godly jealousy motivates us to confront a sinning brother or sister,
even when it's difficult, in order to save them from the enemy (James 5:19-20). Godly jealousy is love in
action (1 Corinthians 13:4-7).

The same things God warned Israel about in Exodus are the same things he warns us about today. We are
warned in the book of Romans to worship God instead of the created (Romans 1:25) and we are told about
the consequences of idol worship (Romans 1:28-30). But we see the contrast to this in Romans 12:1-2 for
those of us that have put our faith in Christ. We should have minds that are renewed by abiding daily. Just
like in Exodus, He has provided all that we need (2 Peter 1:3) to keep us from “making a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land” (verse 12). His provision is through His Holy Spirit in us, His people (community)
around us and His word through us. In all seasons of life - singleness, marriage, infertility, infidelity, loss of
job, the loss of a spouse, child, parent, sibling - God has given us everything we need to be faithful to him
in that season. And he has promised that it will all work out when we just follow Him (1 Peter 5:10; Hebrews
12:11). He continues to show His mercy by calling us to be His covenant people through Christ.

Questions:

1. Have you ever been jealous? Why and what did that look like?

2. In what ways do you struggle or are you tempted to worship the “created” over the Creator? Confess this to
your Journey Group or other Biblical community.

3. What other Scriptures can you find that point to God’s provision and faithfulness to you?


