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1 The Lord said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and I will write on the tablets the words

that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount

Sinai, and present yourself there to me on the top of the mountain. 3 No one shall come up with you, and let no one

be seen throughout all the mountain. Let no flocks or herds graze opposite that mountain.” 4 So Moses cut two

tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the Lord had

commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone. 5 The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him

there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6 The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a

God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love

for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the

iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 8 And Moses

quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshipped. 9 And he said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, O

Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and

take us for your inheritance.
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I can remember as a little girl, always seeking the approval of my father. The thought of me not having his
favor (approval, acceptance) crushed me. I would do anything to know that he was pleased with me. I think
many of us could say the same thing: we just wanted to please our parents.



In chapter 33, we see that Moses intercedes on behalf of all of Israel. He needed assurance that the Lord
was going to continue providing for and stay in the presence of His people. Scripture tells us that the Lord
reveals himself to those who search for Him when they seek Him with their whole hearts (Deuteronomy
4:29; Jeremiah 29:13; Proverbs 8:17). In fact, here Moses is, on top of Mt. Sinai again, with the second set of
tablets, and the Lord reveals Himself by proclaiming His name (Exodus 34:5). The word “proclaim” means
to preach, evangelize, or to announce the good news. I find that interesting because we think of the good
news as the gospel, and it is! But here, the good news is all of God’s undeniable character traits.

This is one of those scriptures that really stirs my affections for the Lord. The first thing the Lord reveals of
Himself is His mercy (verse 8). In His mercy, He allows Moses to see all of His goodness pass before him
without being destroyed (verse.6). Moses' response after the Lord so beautifully proclaims His name is a
most proper and appropriate response. Moses “quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshipped”
(verse 8). Yet Moses still desires to know that He has found favor in the Lord’s sight (verse 9). I love seeing
how persistent Moses is in finding the favor of God.

As I write this devotion, I am reminded of all the times I have, and still do, seek the favor of man instead of
first looking to God for His approval. I, like many of us, struggle with people-pleasing. And I don’t think
there is anything inherently wrong with that. The problem comes when we need the approval of others to
validate us. Left unchecked, I find myself caring more about what others think than the Lord of all creation.
Friends, if you are in Christ, you have already found favor with God (Romans 15:7; John 6:37; Colossians
3:12). Think about that for just a moment. You have all you need in the Father, who is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and sin… (verse 6).

If God is the standard of holiness and all that is good, (He is!) then we shouldn’t be looking around us at
what others are doing, seeking to earn their favor or even living as they live. The Bible tells us that we are
to set our eyes on Christ (Colossians 3:1-2) and seek first His Kingdom (Matthew 6:33). Others aren’t the
standard we measure ourselves against (see verses 6-7).

Oh Lord, may I spend my time being more concerned with pleasing you than others. We cannot possibly
please you if we are more concerned with pleasing man (Galatians 1:10). Help us to meditate on you and all
of your goodness and to put you in your rightful place. You alone are worthy!



Questions:

1. Whose favor do you seek, man’s or God’s? Take some time to reflect on and ask for forgiveness in this area.

2. Read through Galatians 1:10. Journal your thoughts about what Paul says.

3. If you are a Christ-follower, praise God that because of Jesus, you have found favor in His sight!


