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12 Moses said to the Lord, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will

send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ 13 Now therefore, if

I have found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your

sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” 14 And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you

rest.” 15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 16 For how shall it be

known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I

and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?”

17 And the Lord said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight,

and I know you by name.” 18 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “I will make all my goodness

pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The Lord.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,

and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me

and live.” 21 And the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22 and while my

glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I

will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”
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My granddaughter Emry reached for my hand and we walked together. She laughed with each new discovery, a
pretty flower, a playful kitten, a scratching chicken, the soft velvet nose of a horse. She smiled up at me and said,
“Nonnie.” It was a perfect day.

Picture Adam and Eve walking with God in the garden; the joy and wonder they felt seeing, smelling, hearing,
touching and tasting the world with their senses fully alive! They lived in the goodness of God with all of creation and
God said that it was very good. But then sin entered Paradise. The serpent crawled on his belly, the woman had pain



in childbirth, the man felt the sweat of labor, creation was cursed, and God’s family was broken. Romans 5:12-14a says,
“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, so death spread to all men…
death reigned from Adam until Moses...”

This brings us to our passage, Exodus 33:12-23. God has just told Moses that he would be unable to accompany the
Israelites on their journey to the Promised Land, lest he consumes them along the way. Moses pleads with the LORD
to go with them – and boldly asks, “Show me your glory.” God favored Moses. Placing Moses in the cleft of a rock, he
caused all his goodness to pass before him – while shielding him with his hand. When the LORD took away his hand,
Moses saw his back, but his face could not be seen.

Since the beginning, when God drove Adam and Eve from the garden, all creation has been groaning for the sons of
God to be revealed (Romans 8:19). God longs to walk with us again. He wants to make his home with us, to be a family
again. But he is unable to dwell with sinful man. What does light have to do with darkness? (2 Corinthians 6:14)

But Jesus. He became our perfect sacrifice. He paid our debt. The veil separating us from all of God’s goodness tore
from top to bottom when Jesus cried, “It is finished.” He became our cornerstone; a temple for the fullness of God’s
goodness to dwell – not built by human hands (1 Corinthians 3:16). If we accept God’s provision, we are living stones!
We are the home of God that houses the FULLNESS OF HIS GLORY! The beauty of it is that it takes all of us, every
single stone. Until each stone is set in place, the Temple won’t be complete. That’s the mystery; we are the Bride of
Christ, His Temple, the New Jerusalem. And our marriage will be when God’s glory dwells with man again - Eden
restored. That is why the Body is so important. We can’t exist without each other.

Questions:

1. 2 Corinthians 3:18 reads, “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another”. What does this verse mean to you?
Can you look back over your journey and tell your transformation story?

2. Read Philippians 2:2. What are practical ways we can bring joy to Jesus Christ? How does unity bring about
the joy of Christ?

3. Exodus 33:11 reads, “The LORD used to speak to Moses, face to face, as a man speaks to his friend”. Yet in
Exodus 33:20 God tells Moses that he cannot see his face – for no man can see him and live. How do you
think God was able to speak to Moses as a friend? How does God speak to you?


