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1 The Lord said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought up out of the land of

Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give it.’ 2 I will send

an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the

Jebusites. 3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will not go up among you, lest I consume you on the

way, for you are a stiff-necked people.”

4 When the people heard this disastrous word, they mourned, and no one put on his ornaments. 5 For the Lord had

said to Moses, “Say to the people of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single moment I should go up

among you, I would consume you. So now take off your ornaments, that I may know what to do with you.’” 6

Therefore the people of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward.

The Tent of Meeting

7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and he called it the tent of

meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. 8

Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and watch

Moses until he had gone into the tent. 9 When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand

at the entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. 10 And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud

standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. 11 Thus the Lord

used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his

assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent.
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God the Father, the ultimate parent, was fed up with His bunch of arrogant and stubborn children and their superiority
complex.  He had them continue their journey to the promised land, but they would have to go without Him (verse 3).

While they were genuinely sorrowful for their rebellion, there was still the consequence of their disobedience. You
see, the children of Israel had gotten used to God’s physical presence. He had been leading them by a cloud by day
and fire by night. He could even be approached at the “tent of meeting”. This tent was the portable tabernacle, a
place of worship, and a place where the people even went to have disputes judged. God was taking that away. They
had to deal with their own wrongdoing and “stinking thinking” before their relationship with God could be restored.
So Moses pitched the tent of meeting outside of the camp so he could commune with God and intercede for the
Israelites (verse 7).

Verse 11 is where it gets good. “Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.”
Now that’s the kind of friend I want praying for me! I want that kind of relationship with God too. Friends know intimate
details about each other. They have deep, meaningful conversations, and they confide and sharpen each other
(Proverbs 27:17). Sometimes we need to set our own “tent” up outside of camp. We need to get alone with God
(Mark 1:35). Don’t depend on someone else's relationship with God. Develop your own and then share that with
others (John 15:15-17).

Questions:

1. How has God proved His love through discipline in your life?

2. Where, when and how do you get alone to commune with God?

3. How can you show sacrificial love to others?


