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15 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets

that were written on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 16 The tablets were the work of God,

and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 17 When Joshua heard the noise of the people as

they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.” 18 But he said, “It is not the sound of shouting

for victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear.” 19 And as soon as he came near the

camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses' anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out of his hands and

broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 He took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it

to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink it.

21 And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought such a great sin upon them?” 22

And Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. You know the people, that they are set on evil. 23 For they

said to me, ‘Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of

Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 24 So I said to them, ‘Let any who have gold take it off.’ So they gave

it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf.”

25 And when Moses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let them break loose, to the derision of

their enemies), 26 then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, “Who is on the Lord's side? Come to me.” And

all the sons of Levi gathered around him. 27 And he said to them, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘Put your sword

on your side each of you, and go to and fro from gate to gate throughout the camp, and each of you kill his brother

and his companion and his neighbor.’” 28 And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And that day

about three thousand men of the people fell. 29 And Moses said, “Today you have been ordained for the service of

the Lord, each one at the cost of his son and of his brother, so that he might bestow a blessing upon you this day.”

30 The next day Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to the Lord; perhaps I

can make atonement for your sin.” 31 So Moses returned to the Lord and said, “Alas, this people has sinned a great sin.



They have made for themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, if you will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of

your book that you have written.” 33 But the Lord said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my

book. 34 But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; behold, my angel shall go

before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them.”

35 Then the Lord sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf, the one that Aaron made.
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Did you know the average television show has up to 16 commercials in one break that can be at least 5-6 minutes
long? My wife and I recently had a night away at a really nice retreat. Since we do not have TV at home, it was a treat
for us to try and enjoy a movie and a TV show on our night out. We were so distracted by how many commercials
there were that we lost track of what we were even watching. We made a game of how many commercials we could
count in each break. Most of the ads were not God honoring and it could have been very easy for my mind to wander
into sin. Needless to say, it was a huge distraction from the main purpose of what we were trying to accomplish.

As we are reading Exodus 32:15-35, we pick up in the middle of a very disturbing scene. The Israelites had decided to
do what was right in their own eyes (Proverbs 3:7-8) and convinced Aaron to change the “channel” that they were
living in. Their “commercial break”, 40 days waiting on Moses to come off the mountain, was too long for their
attention span and made their minds wander into sin. They combined their faith in the one true God with pagan
traditions that they observed back in Egypt. They exchanged the glory of God, His manifested presence, for the
image of a bull— a false representation of God’s presence (Psalm 106:19-20). They fell back, or returned, to what they
were rescued from. They went from fearing the Lord and obeying God through Moses’ leadership to creating a false
god, worshiping it, having drunken orgies, feasting, sacrificing animals, and called it a festival to the Lord. They truly
“insulted the spirit of grace” (Hebrews 10:26-31).

In verses 27-28 we see God's judgment play out on his people due to their great sin, a bloody scene of justice. I can’t
imagine what this looked like. How dreadful it would be to put a sword into your own family and friends. But what I do
see, is that we serve a jealous God who desires an unhindered, unbroken, undistracted relationship with His people.
And He will do anything to get our attention. The day after the disobedient massacre, Moses tried to fix things on his
own. He sought forgiveness and tried to make atonement with God for the sins of his people (verse 30). Our Bible



teaches us that there is no atonement for sin without a pure, perfect, sacrifice. Something has to die (verses 33-34).
God tells Moses that He would blot out of His book whoever sinned against Him, and when the time came He would
punish them for their sin.

God still hates sin today, and all sin will be punished. We are all sinners and fall short of the glory of God. Our sin
deserves death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 3:23; 6:23). We, unlike the Israelites
in this story, have someone who has paid for our sin in full. His name is Jesus. Jesus is our perfect sacrifice, He has
fulfilled the Law of Moses, and paid our debt of sin. He is our high priest that has made atonement for all our sins,
which allows us to enter into the presence of God unhindered (Hebrews 10:19-22). Jesus’ death, burial, and
resurrection sets us free from condemnation of our sin, if we trust in Him (Romans 8:1). Praise Jesus for His grace!.
And praise Jesus that the sin of my past no longer has a mastery over me. Jesus is my one true Master. Let us
proclaim God’s word boldly so that others can experience God’s incredible grace and freedom (1 Peter 2:9).

Questions:

1. Proverbs 19:23 says, “The fear of the Lord leads to life, and whoever has it rests satisfied; he will not be visited
by harm.” Is your heart pure before the Lord today? May we confess, and repent so we can be satisfied.

2. Romans 6:1-2 says: “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means!
How can we who died to sin still live in it?” What is one thing in your life that you are currently struggling to
stop doing that is sin? Please confess to your Journey Group or other Biblical community.

3. Please read Romans 6:11-18. May we offer ourselves to God as an instrument of righteousness and not
wickedness.


