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1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered themselves

together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought

us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2 So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings

of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people

took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from their

hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who

brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a

proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.” 6 And they rose up early the next day and offered

burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.

7 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have

corrupted themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for

themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who

brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9 And the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a

stiff-necked people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume

them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.”

11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom

you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians

say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the

earth’? Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac,

and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the

stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14

And the Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.
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There is nothing like a road trip with children! I can remember my parents loading up the station wagon with all our
luggage and my 3 siblings to take the long road trip to visit my grandparents. There was always great excitement as
we looked forward to the fun we would have once we arrived. The trip only took about two hours, but I can promise
my siblings and I asked, “Are we there yet?” multiple times. Sometimes, we even managed to have an argument or
two over who had to sit in the middle, who was touching who, or who took a toy. I can distinctly remember my dad
turning to my mom and saying, “Your children are about to make me pull this car over.” Typically, my mom would
intercede with ‘the mom look’ and her teacher voice. If we were smart, we listened to her warning and avoided the
righteous wrath of our father.

In Exodus 32, the Israelites find themselves on a long road trip, and like children often do, they forget their promise to
behave and the joy that awaits them when they arrive at their destination. The Israelites become disgruntled and
anxious while waiting on Moses to return from Mount Sinai. They quickly forgot the Lord’s commandments (Exodus
20:1-5, 23:13) and all that He has done. The impatience of the Israelites leads them to sin against God by taking the
gold intended for the Lord’s tabernacle (Exodus 25:2-3) and using it to fashion and worship a golden calf.

The Lord is angered by the people’s idol worship and commands Moses to go down to “your people, whom you
brought out of the land of Egypt” (Exodus 32:7). This mirrors the wording of the Israelites in Exodus 32:1. Previously
the Lord had repeatedly referred to the Israelites as “my people” (Exodus 3:7; 5:1; 6:7; 7:4, 8:1, 20-23, 9:1, 13, 17; 10:3;
19:5-6; 22:25) whom “I brought out of the land of Egypt” (Exodus 3:17; 6:6-7; 18:1; 20:2; 29:46). The Lord prepares to
consume the people with his wrath; however, Moses prays and intercedes for the people (Exodus 32:11-13). The
Israelites, like wayward children, have quickly forgotten the power, authority, and love of the Father. They are
continuing in their sin as Moses pleads with the Lord to reconsider. The power of Moses’ prayer leads the Lord to
relent from the disaster he was prepared to bring upon the Israelite people. The Lord has done the same for each of
us “But God demonstrates his love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). What a
blessing to see in Scripture the power of prayer for a sinful and stiff-necked people. May we patiently wait in prayer
on the Lord and avoid the sin that enters our life simply because we have forgotten the power, authority, and love of
the Father.



Questions:

1. What are the golden calves in your life that draw your loyalty and love away from God when you get
impatient with waiting on God’s timing?

2. How are you interceding in prayer for the wayward people in your life?

3. Have you ever been impatient with the Lord and thought He should conform to your timing?


