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1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3 and I

have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, 4 to devise

artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work in

every craft. 6 And behold, I have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. And I have

given to all able men ability, that they may make all that I have commanded you: 7 the tent of meeting, and the ark of

the testimony, and the mercy seat that is on it, and all the furnishings of the tent, 8 the table and its utensils, and the

pure lampstand with all its utensils, and the altar of incense, 9 and the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and

the basin and its stand, 10 and the finely worked garments,[a] the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the

garments of his sons, for their service as priests, 11 and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense for the Holy Place.

According to all that I have commanded you, they shall do.”
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We’ve seen God’s detailed instructions all throughout Exodus. From the time He chose Moses and called him to lead
Israel out of Egypt, to how to build the tabernacle and what should be in it, God gave direction. In more recent
chapters, He selected Aaron and his sons as priests and detailed their consecration. All of these things were so that
the people would know God and He could dwell among them (Exodus 29:46).

Now in chapter 31, we see God’s provision to meet the tabernacle instructions through specific individuals. He chose
Bezalel and Oholiab to build the tabernacle and “filled them with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with
knowledge and all craftsmanship” (verse 3). “And I have given to all able men the ability, that they may make all that I



have commanded you” (verse 6). In the same way, God has chosen each of us and given us all different abilities to do
what he has called each of us to do.

Many years ago I was given a book by a friend called “Mover of Men & Mountains” by R.G. LeTourneau. This book was
about LeTourneau's life and how he put faith into action and reaped big rewards. He was an engineering genius who
was way ahead of his time. Through all his success and failures he was able to keep his faith intact and at one point,
made God his business partner. Later on he and his wife even started giving 90% of their income to God and living on
10%. God had given him great gifts that he had put to work for God’s kingdom. There was one quote in his book that
has always stuck with me. LeTourneau used it all the time when talking to groups of businessmen, which he did all
the time for God's glory and not business. The quote was “God needs businessmen as much as He needs preachers.”
What? What he was saying is that everything he had and had been able to achieve was a gift from God. God used
him and his ability, just as he used preachers, to share God's love with whoever God put in his path.

In Romans 12:3-8 we read that we all have been given different gifts and we should use them. The truth is, very few of
us have the gift of being a pastor, but all of us, who know Christ, have gifts given by God to be used for his glory and
his kingdom work (Ephesians 2:10; 1 Corinthians 12). There are all kinds of people in each of our lives that may never
come to know the Lord if we do not first allow God to use us and our abilities to show them His love. It doesn't matter
what you do for a living. If you are doing it for the glory of God, He will use it and you for His Kingdom work. Just as
God had given Bezalel and Oholiab the abilities and instructions to do what God needed done with the tabernacle,
God has given each of us abilities and instructions on what we need to do with our temple for His glory (1 Corinthians
6:19). I am afraid that way too many of us think that God can not use us for his glory where we work and live out our
lives. So we often do not share our faith or live in such a way that people see and know we love God. Philippians 1:27
says, “Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.” Colossians 3:17 says, “And whatever you do in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the father through him.” I pray that
we all will take some time to reflect on what our life looks like and how it does or does not honor God.

Questions:

1. Have you ever thought about how much God can use you like he uses Brandon but in a different way or
environment?

2. What abilities has God given you that you are not using for his glory and his Kingdom? How can you start
using them?

3. Take some time and read Romans 12 and ask yourself if you are living anything like what you just read? If you
are in a Journey Group, talk about what God has shown you.


