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17The Lord said to Moses, 18 “You shall also make a basin of bronze, with its stand of bronze, for washing. You shall

put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it, 19 with which Aaron and his sons shall

wash their hands and their feet. 20 When they go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to

minister, to burn a food offering[a] to the Lord, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die. 21 They shall wash

their hands and their feet, so that they may not die. It shall be a statute forever to them, even to him and to his

offspring throughout their generations.”

22 The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Take the finest spices: of liquid myrrh 500 shekels, and of sweet-smelling cinnamon

half as much, that is, 250, and 250 of aromatic cane, 24 and 500 of cassia, according to the shekel of the sanctuary,

and a hin[b] of olive oil. 25 And you shall make of these a sacred anointing oil blended as by the perfumer; it shall be

a holy anointing oil. 26 With it you shall anoint the tent of meeting and the ark of the testimony, 27 and the table and

all its utensils, and the lampstand and its utensils, and the altar of incense, 28 and the altar of burnt offering with all its

utensils and the basin and its stand. 29 You shall consecrate them, that they may be most holy. Whatever touches

them will become holy. 30 You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may serve me as

priests. 31 And you shall say to the people of Israel, ‘This shall be my holy anointing oil throughout your generations.

32 It shall not be poured on the body of an ordinary person, and you shall make no other like it in composition. It is

holy, and it shall be holy to you. 33 Whoever compounds any like it or whoever puts any of it on an outsider shall be

cut off from his people.’”

34 The Lord said to Moses, “Take sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum, sweet spices with pure

frankincense (of each shall there be an equal part), 35 and make an incense blended as by the perfumer, seasoned

with salt, pure and holy. 36 You shall beat some of it very small, and put part of it before the testimony in the tent of

meeting where I shall meet with you. It shall be most holy for you. 37 And the incense that you shall make according

to its composition, you shall not make for yourselves. It shall be for you holy to the Lord. 38 Whoever makes any like it

to use as perfume shall be cut off from his people.”
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“My oh my, you’re so good looking. You hold yourself together like a pair of bookends. But I’ve not tasted all your
cooking. Who are you when I’m not looking?” (Musical lyrics written by Lee Earl Bud and Wiggins John Wayne)

Most of us have heard some variation to the lyrics of the song above. It begs the question; do we ever find our
location or audience a reason to alter the way we conduct ourselves? Are we the same person whether we are alone
or among others? Who are we at home, work, church, or play? What about online? In our study of Exodus, we have
been deep in the details of the construction of the temple and how the Israelites were expected to conduct
themselves in all areas of life. Today, we saw instructions for purifying and anointing various elements of the temple
and people who would serve there. Extremely specific measures were to be taken to allow these objects and people
to be deemed holy, or set apart, and pleasing in the sight of God. Behind each careful measure of spice, oil and water,
a holy God was found; a God who called, and still calls His treasured people to be holy as He is holy (Deuteronomy
26:18, 1 Peter 1:15).

Because of Jesus, the temple veil (representing our sin) that separates us from the very presence of God, has been
torn and removed forever! As believers and receivers of Christ, we have been gifted the spirit of God to dwell within
us and guide us every day of our life. WHAT AN INCREDIBLE GIFT! By receiving the spirit of God, our bodies are
transformed into living temples, to be set apart for the Lord in holiness (1 Corinthians 6:19, Acts 17:24, Romans 8:9).
Now the question becomes, how do we obtain and live out holiness in our lives as set apart, living temples of God’s
own spirit?

John 14:26 tells us, "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you." To remember what the Spirit has taught us, we must be
actively seeking God through His word and in prayer. In addition, God has gifted us with a community of believers to
help and encourage us along our spiritual journey. With a strong foundation in these daily practices, we will be
equipped to live a life set apart for the Lord. Paul wrote, "Therefore my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now,
not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it
is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” (Philippians 2:12) A life of holiness is rooted in
the attitude of the heart, which is translated into action by word, thought and deed.

Perhaps you have heard these words of wisdom, “Show me your friends and I’ll show you who you are.” Or, you’ve
heard it said, “You are what you eat!” How true are these words for what we feed our souls! What we allow ourselves



to hear, see and be a part of makes a huge impact on our life. The more of Jesus you invite into your life, the greater
outflow of Jesus you will see. The opposite is true for the world and its insatiable cravings. So, guard your heart, my
friend; it is the well-spring of life and out of your mouth will flow all that it contains (Proverbs 4:23).

After consulting God’s word, I have found the fruit of the Spirit to be an excellent guide for demonstrating holiness in
our lives. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control; against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23) A holy life exudes a deep Christ-like love in all
things. Love that places the well-being of others above oneself demonstrates a heart that is set apart. In a life
pursuing holiness, you will find a heart that is joy-filled. This does not mean the individual is always happy and
beaming; rather, there is evidence of peace beyond human understanding, patience beyond our flesh, and peace
that keeps the heart faithful and steady, especially under trial. A holy heart is quick to listen and slow to speak.
Holiness seeks kindness and goodness in all things, even when it is tough to do. A heart set apart for the Lord is
humble and operates in truth. In the book of Hebrews, we are reminded to “strive for peace with everyone, and for
holiness without which no one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). In a world that is highly self-centered, a heart that is
holy and set apart to do the work of God is of tremendous value. To be holy is not to become better than others but
to be best in readiness for what the Lord is doing.

Questions:

1. Are you the same person regardless of where or whom you are with? Does your life reflect the evidence of
the holy life to which you have been called?

2. Are you intentional about taking care of your body, which is the temple of God, in ways that are healthy and
life giving? Read 1 Corinthians 6:12-20.

3. What fruit of the Spirit do you see in your life now? What fruit do you wish to grow? (See Galatians 5:22-23:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control)


