
BIBLE TEXT | EXODUS 30:1-16
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1“You shall make an altar on which to burn incense; you shall make it of acacia wood. 2 A cubit shall be its length, and

a cubit its breadth. It shall be square, and two cubits shall be its height. Its horns shall be of one piece with it. 3 You

shall overlay it with pure gold, its top and around its sides and its horns. And you shall make a molding of gold around

it. 4 And you shall make two golden rings for it. Under its molding on two opposite sides of it you shall make them,

and they shall be holders for poles with which to carry it. 5 You shall make the poles of acacia wood and overlay

them with gold. 6 And you shall put it in front of the veil that is above the ark of the testimony, in front of the mercy

seat that is above the testimony, where I will meet with you. 7 And Aaron shall burn fragrant incense on it. Every

morning when he dresses the lamps he shall burn it, 8 and when Aaron sets up the lamps at twilight, he shall burn it,

a regular incense offering before the Lord throughout your generations. 9 You shall not offer unauthorized incense on

it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offering, and you shall not pour a drink offering on it. 10 Aaron shall make atonement

on its horns once a year. With the blood of the sin offering of atonement he shall make atonement for it once in the

year throughout your generations. It is most holy to the Lord.”

11 The Lord said to Moses, 12 “When you take the census of the people of Israel, then each shall give a ransom for his

life to the Lord when you number them, that there be no plague among them when you number them. 13 Each one

who is numbered in the census shall give this: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel is

twenty gerahs), half a shekel as an offering to the Lord. 14 Everyone who is numbered in the census, from twenty

years old and upward, shall give the Lord's offering. 15 The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less,

than the half shekel, when you give the Lord's offering to make atonement for your lives. 16 You shall take the

atonement money from the people of Israel and shall give it for the service of the tent of meeting, that it may bring

the people of Israel to remembrance before the Lord, so as to make atonement for your lives.”
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One of our favorite things to do is to serve in disaster areas. My family, students from our student ministry, and I
would travel around helping cleanup areas, feed people and meet any needs possible. One of the greatest things I
learned was that God works in ways that are beyond us and amaze me. I remember taking a group to Oklahoma City
after a tornado. We spent the week helping different ministries repair so they could begin helping people again. At
the end of the week, there was a load of materials that the ministry asked us to take with us. I didn’t necessarily want
to take them as we didn’t have a need but I couldn’t shake the feeling that God was telling us to take it. We piled it all
in the trailer and went home.

Six weeks later, we loaded up to go to Houston to a conference and missions week. I had forgotten about all the
supplies in the trailer, but we had room so we didn’t unload anything. The first day in Houston, a group arrived that
wanted to do homeless ministry. They had no supplies but felt God had sent them for this purpose. I immediately
thought of the supplies we had gotten from Oklahoma and asked them to take a look. I hadn’t really gone through
any of it, but immediately as we opened the boxes, we found all the needed materials for quality homeless ministry
bags. We were a delivery service for God. We didn’t understand why we had the stuff and had no plans, but six
weeks earlier God knew what would happen, and used us to open a door to minister to others.

In Exodus 30:1-16 God is giving instructions, and in those, an offering is expected of all the people. In verse 15, it is
said that the rich and poor shall both pay half a shekel. God didn’t value one life over another. God seeks our hearts
and obedience even if we don’t understand it. God often calls us to do things that don’t make sense to us in the
moment (Isaiah 55:8-9). Just like when I was called to bring a trailer of supplies and I didn’t know why, I simply chose
to obey God’s calling. This obedience led to a relationship that exists today with fellow believers and opportunities to
minister to a whole group of forgotten people. Remember that we don’t always have to have all the answers but
simply be willing to trust God.

Questions:

1. What areas of obedience do you struggle with from God’s word?

2. How would following God’s instructions change your life?

3. In what ways can you begin to faithfully serve God even when you don’t understand?


