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26“You shall take the breast of the ram of Aaron's ordination and wave it for a wave offering before the Lord, and it

shall be your portion. 27 And you shall consecrate the breast of the wave offering that is waved and the thigh of the

priests' portion that is contributed from the ram of ordination, from what was Aaron's and his sons'. 28 It shall be for

Aaron and his sons as a perpetual due from the people of Israel, for it is a contribution. It shall be a contribution from

the people of Israel from their peace offerings, their contribution to the Lord.

29 “The holy garments of Aaron shall be for his sons after him; they shall be anointed in them and ordained in them.

30 The son who succeeds him as priest, who comes into the tent of meeting to minister in the Holy Place, shall wear

them seven days.

31 “You shall take the ram of ordination and boil its flesh in a holy place. 32 And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh

of the ram and the bread that is in the basket in the entrance of the tent of meeting. 33 They shall eat those things

with which atonement was made at their ordination and consecration, but an outsider shall not eat of them, because

they are holy. 34 And if any of the flesh for the ordination or of the bread remain until the morning, then you shall burn

the remainder with fire. It shall not be eaten, because it is holy.

35 “Thus you shall do to Aaron and to his sons, according to all that I have commanded you. Through seven days

shall you ordain them, 36 and every day you shall offer a bull as a sin offering for atonement. Also you shall purify the

altar, when you make atonement for it, and shall anoint it to consecrate it. 37 Seven days you shall make atonement

for the altar and consecrate it, and the altar shall be most holy. Whatever touches the altar shall become holy.

38 “Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs a year old day by day regularly. 39 One lamb you shall

offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight. 40 And with the first lamb a tenth measure of fine

flour mingled with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and a fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering. 41 The other lamb

you shall offer at twilight, and shall offer with it a grain offering and its drink offering, as in the morning, for a pleasing

aroma, a food offering to the Lord. 42 It shall be a regular burnt offering throughout your generations at the entrance



of the tent of meeting before the Lord, where I will meet with you, to speak to you there. 43 There I will meet with the

people of Israel, and it shall be sanctified by my glory. 44 I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar. Aaron

also and his sons I will consecrate to serve me as priests. 45 I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their

God. 46 And they shall know that I am the Lord their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt that I might

dwell among them. I am the Lord their God.
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What do a bull, two rams, unleavened bread, oil, water, wine and pure garments have in common? (Hint: It’s not a
fancy dinner party!) According to the Scriptures, and specifically Exodus 29 (and Leviticus 8), they were all required in
order for Israel to have a relationship with God. What if I were to tell you they are also required for us to have a
relationship with God? Okay, you are probably giving me “a look” right now, but keep reading. I’ll explain.

Based on what we’ve read in prior chapters, and some amazing devotionals, I think we would all agree that sin
separates us from a holy God (Romans 3:23; Ephesians 4:18). However, since the beginning of time and entrance of sin
into the world, God set in motion a plan that would allow Him to be reconciled with the people He created. The
whole purpose of God rescuing Israel out of Egypt was so that they would know Him as the Lord their God and that
He could dwell among them (Exodus 29:45-46). His desire has always been for His people and He would accomplish
this, no matter the cost.

During the days of Moses, God selected a special group of men from among the Israelites to serve Him as His chosen
priests. They were from the tribe of Levites. The priesthood was not something to be aspired to, it was appointed by
God and only from this tribe. They were the only ones who could enter the holy place of God’s presence. They were
to be the mediators between the people of Israel and God Himself. Because they were born sinful men, just like all
others (Romans 3:10), they had to be consecrated, cleansed before they could even enter into the tabernacle. This
process was long, seven days to be exact (verse 35), and bloody. They had to be washed with water (verse 4). They
were clothed in garments befitting of their new calling (verses 5-9) and anointed with oil (verse 7). Then the sacrifices
began. First it was the bull, which was the “sin offering” for the priests themselves. Why? We know from Romans 6:23
that sin deserves death and without the shedding of blood there would be no forgiveness of sin (Hebrews 9:22). Next,
one of the rams was sacrificed and offered as the “burnt offering” to the Lord. This represented a complete dedication
and surrender of the priests’ entire lives to the Lord and was the only acceptable offering in light of their forgiveness
of sin (Romans 12:1). Then the second ram was offered up as a sacrifice to the Lord, and this one represented the



“peace offering” where the priests were fully set apart for the service of the Lord and they were His. They were at
peace with God. God even gave them a portion to eat. He communed with them. What you also see in chapter 29 is
that the sin offering had to be made daily (verse 36) showing the ongoing sin nature of man and the inability of the
sacrifice to atone and purify completely. Can you imagine the death of all of those animals and the stench of the
blood?

You are probably asking by now, “How are these sacrifices still applicable today?” They are required for you and me
to have a relationship with God. BUT they were accomplished, fully, completely and once for all, through Jesus Christ
(1 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 10:10). Jesus is our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-15) and because He is without sin, there was no
need for a sin offering on His behalf, like for Aaron and his sons. Instead, He became the sin offering on OUR behalf,
shedding His own blood for us on the altar, known as the cross. God accepted this sacrifice because it was perfect
and complete. Unlike the Israelites in Exodus, we get to commune with God any time we want because Jesus is
interceding at the right hand of the Father continually (Hebrews 4:16). As a result of what Christ has done and the
incredible price He paid, believers are all considered priests (1 Peter 2:5, 9). It was a special privilege for an Israelite to
be a priest, and it should be likewise for us. May we give our entire lives as living sacrifices to a worthy and gracious
God!

Questions:

1. According to Exodus 29, who consecrated the priests (hint: see verse 44)? Who consecrates us today? What
is our role (see 1 John 1:9)?

2. Read Hebrews 10. According to this passage, why could the law and the sacrifices not take away sin? Why do
we no longer need to make sacrifices?

3. According to Colossians 3, how are we to be clothed as part of the priesthood of believers?


