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15 “You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, in skilled work. In the style of the ephod you shall make it—of gold, blue and

purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen shall you make it. 16 It shall be square and doubled, a span[a] its length and

a span its breadth. 17 You shall set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius,[b] topaz, and carbuncle shall be the first row; 18

and the second row an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 19 and the third row a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 20

and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold filigree. 21 There shall be twelve stones with their

names according to the names of the sons of Israel. They shall be like signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve

tribes. 22 You shall make for the breastpiece twisted chains like cords, of pure gold. 23 And you shall make for the

breastpiece two rings of gold, and put the two rings on the two edges of the breastpiece. 24 And you shall put the two

cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of the breastpiece. 25 The two ends of the two cords you shall attach to the two

settings of filigree, and so attach it in front to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. 26 You shall make two rings of gold, and put

them at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the ephod. 27 And you shall make two rings of gold, and

attach them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, at its seam above the skillfully woven band

of the ephod. 28 And they shall bind the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, so that it may

lie on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, so that the breastpiece shall not come loose from the ephod. 29 So Aaron

shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment on his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to

bring them to regular remembrance before the Lord. 30 And in the breastpiece of judgment you shall put the Urim and the

Thummim, and they shall be on Aaron's heart, when he goes in before the Lord. Thus Aaron shall bear the judgment of the

people of Israel on his heart before the Lord regularly.



DEVOTIONAL FOR EXODUS 28:15-30
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR: CODY KING

Oftentimes when facing decisions (typically of a trivial matter), and “riding the fence” of uncertainty, we turn to rituals
of determination to decide which way to go. From flipping a coin to the classic “inky binky bonky” (if you just said
“daddy had a donkey” in your head give me a high five next time you see me); we use these silly determinants to,
simply enough, relieve the tension of an uncertain decision. These are the modern equivalent to the ancient casting
of lots, though, in the ancient world the casting of lots was used in many different matters of decision and often even
in very serious and weighty matters of decision.

In Exodus 28:30 we read that two things are to be put in the breastpiece of judgment, Urim and Thummim. Scripture is
not clear on what exactly these two objects were, nor how exactly they were used, but it is clear in their purpose,
which was that they were to be used as sacred lots in decision making (See Numbers 27:21; 1 Samuel 28:6; Ezra 2:63;
Nehemiah 7:65). The exact meaning of the words has been debated among scholars, however, Urim and Thummim
have been understood to mean “lights” and “perfection” (respectively) and there is great significance to us in this
understanding. Light illuminates and brings clarity to what is not easily seen. Perfection provides no alternatives.
These two used in conjunction would solicit divine guidance for God’s people. The priest carries not only in the
breastpiece these objects, but they “shall be on [his] heart” when he “goes in before the Lord regularly” to intercede
on the behalf of the people, seeking the will of him who ”judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23).

Today, in more serious matters than, “should I wear the blue one or the white one?” or “do I want McDonald’s or Dairy
Queen?” But, in the weighty matters of, “should I ask her to marry me?” “Should I sell my house?” “Should I change
jobs?” “Should I allow my child to do this or that?” We can too often find ourselves drowning in a sea of doubt,
grasping at anything and grabbing nothing but despair in a lifesize cycle of “eenie meenie miney mo.” The question
we should ask ourselves is what is on our hearts?

These garments are a representation of glory and beauty (verse 2), though the man wearing them is not worthy nor
pure. They cover the priest here, but point to the High Priest to come. The One who is light and is perfection. Who is
representative of each item described in chapter 28. It stands then that we should put on him, “seeing that you have
put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the
image of its creator…Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other;
as the Lord has forgiven you...And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful…And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him” (Colossians 3:9-17). Effectively, “put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to



gratify its desires” (Romans 13:14) which cloud our judgement. PUT ON CHRIST, our perfection ( Thummim). Verse 12 of
Romans 13 says, “the night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light” (Urim). “May we walk properly as in the daytime” (Romans 13:13) looking to Him who entrusted Himself
to Him who judges justly (1 Peter 2:23). Storing these truths up in our hearts clears out the wisdom of our own eyes
(Proverbs 3:7), or the trusting of chance in the “flipping of a coin” to determine steps that could be made straight by
trusting in the Lord in whom there is no variation or shifting of shadows, but clarity and peace between the tension of
two directions.

For those that are in Christ, we all once made a decision between two directions. An eternal distinction was made not
by the casting of lots or the flipping of a coin but by the Spirit pursuing, seeking, drawing, convicting, enlightening;
making possible the faith, belief and trust in the undeniable truth of which way to go for the salvation of our souls. Let
us then in every decision we face, grand or paltry, with light and perfection ever present in our hearts by Him who put
them there judge matters in our life by faith, by belief, and by trust to His glory.

Questions:

1. What impacts your decision making most? (Ex. fear, guilt, shame, insecurity, love, grace, patience, prudence)

2. How do you typically handle questions similar to those in paragraph three above? Where is the first place that
you go for help determining the correct decision? (Ex. yourself, others, God’s Word)

3. Are you currently processing through  a decision to follow Christ? If so, please reach out to us at
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com for help in making that decision.
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