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1 “Then bring near to you Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the people of Israel, to serve me as

priests—Aaron and Aaron's sons, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2 And you shall make holy garments for

Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. 3 You shall speak to all the skillful, whom I have filled with a spirit of skill,

that they make Aaron's garments to consecrate him for my priesthood. 4 These are the garments that they shall

make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a coat of checker work, a turban, and a sash. They shall make holy garments

for Aaron your brother and his sons to serve me as priests. 5 They shall receive gold, blue and purple and scarlet

yarns, and fine twined linen.

6 “And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and of fine twined linen, skillfully

worked. 7 It shall have two shoulder pieces attached to its two edges, so that it may be joined together. 8 And the

skillfully woven band on it shall be made like it and be of one piece with it, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns,

and fine twined linen. 9 You shall take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel, 10 six of

their names on the one stone, and the names of the remaining six on the other stone, in the order of their birth. 11 As

a jeweler engraves signets, so shall you engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel. You shall

enclose them in settings of gold filigree. 12 And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, as

stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel. And Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord on his two shoulders

for remembrance. 13 You shall make settings of gold filigree, 14 and two chains of pure gold, twisted like cords; and

you shall attach the corded chains to the settings.
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As a child and youth, my family attended a denominational church. I was always mesmerized by the way the pastor
was dressed. He had the long, flowing robes with different sashes hanging around his neck and over his shoulders.
He looked different from everyone else on Sunday mornings. His entrance and exit from the sanctuary was always so
proper and orchestrated. Even when we saw him during the week outside of the church setting, the pastor was
dressed differently from the general population. He always had his shirt and clergy collar on. I am not sure he owned
regular clothes.

In Exodus 28, God gives Moses the instructions for Aaron and his sons to fill the position of priests. As part of the
instruction, their clothing would be different and unbelievably detailed. As we have seen throughout this book, we
serve a perfect God. He is detail oriented because He knows perfect, and the Israelites do not. He gives specific
instructions about color and design for the clothing. God wants His priests to be “set apart” from everyone else.

We as believers and followers of Christ have it much easier than the Israelites. The instant we make that decision to
follow Christ, the Holy Spirit moves into us, to guide us through the rest of our days in this world (John 14:16-17).
Through His Spirit, we each have God tabernacling within us. This alone should make it obvious to the general
population of non-believers that we are “set apart”. They may not truly know why we are different due to mere
observation of the way we conduct ourselves, but they should notice a difference.

In the early 2000’s I was actually on staff at a denominational church as the maintenance man. This job put me in
situations that exposed me to conversations and observations that were confusing as I was not a believer then.
Though different clergy were dressing the part, there were times when they were no different than myself.

No longer must we use a middleman (a priest) to approach God with our petitions and praises. He is dwelling within
our heart (James 4:5). He is always with us. He is eternal (Jude 1:25), omniscient (1 Corinthians 2:9-11) and omnipresent
(Psalm 139:7-12). He is continuing the ministry that Jesus started by using us. Let us not be confusing to those who
need an invitation to Jesus. We are His hands and feet. Let us bring glory to Him in all that we do (Colossians 3:17).



Questions:

1. What does it mean in your life today that the Holy Spirit is eternal, omniscient and omnipresent?

2. In what circumstances has it been difficult to yield and let the Holy Spirit lead you?

3. In what areas have you grown and now naturally yield to the leading of the Holy Spirit?


