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9 “You shall make the court of the tabernacle. On the south side the court shall have hangings of fine twined linen a

hundred cubits long for one side. 10 Its twenty pillars and their twenty bases shall be of bronze, but the hooks of the

pillars and their fillets shall be of silver. 11 And likewise for its length on the north side there shall be hangings a

hundred cubits long, its pillars twenty and their bases twenty, of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets

shall be of silver. 12 And for the breadth of the court on the west side there shall be hangings for fifty cubits, with ten

pillars and ten bases. 13 The breadth of the court on the front to the east shall be fifty cubits. 14 The hangings for the

one side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three bases. 15 On the other side the hangings

shall be fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three bases. 16 For the gate of the court there shall be a screen

twenty cubits long, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, embroidered with needlework. It shall

have four pillars and with them four bases. 17 All the pillars around the court shall be filleted with silver. Their hooks

shall be of silver, and their bases of bronze. 18 The length of the court shall be a hundred cubits, the breadth fifty, and

the height five cubits, with hangings of fine twined linen and bases of bronze. 19 All the utensils of the tabernacle for

every use, and all its pegs and all the pegs of the court, shall be of bronze.

20 “You shall command the people of Israel that they bring to you pure beaten olive oil for the light, that a lamp may

regularly be set up to burn. 21 In the tent of meeting, outside the veil that is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons

shall tend it from evening to morning before the Lord. It shall be a statute forever to be observed throughout their

generations by the people of Israel.
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Today’s reading is one that I would be tempted to skim and skip through thinking, “okay now on to the good stuff!” But
God in His graciousness has made His word come alive so I am excited to dive into this passage with you.

The bulk of our passage today talks about details for constructing the court of the tabernacle. We see in Psalm
96:7-9 the courts are the place people bring their offerings and worship the Lord. I love that God leaves nothing to
chance; every meticulous detail serves a purpose and is part of His plan. Even those things that can seem so
unimportant and mundane to us are part of a greater big-picture plan. I just love when scriptures reveal more and
more about the nature and character of God.

My first impression of the directions given regarding the courts is that it’s orderly and not overly flashy. As I start to
reflect on that, I see that God is providing the perfect setting for His people to come and worship. A haphazard
structure or overly flashy decor would detract from the people’s true purpose in the courts. It honestly reminds me of
our worship team at Stonepoint. Many don’t see all of the work that goes on behind the scenes, but we have an
amazing team that desires to provide an environment for our church body to come, experience the presence of God
and worship Him free of distraction. So while it’s not about the voices, instruments or equipment, the team strives for
excellence in every area so that we would not distract from what God is doing in the hearts of our church body
through worship. I am so encouraged when I start to think about all the areas in our body where members are
faithfully caring for the details and creating a space where we can gather and worship Him.

I also started thinking about all the other areas of my life where details matter in creating a space that serves others
well. For example, in our home, I can serve my people well by maintaining order, creating a space that is peaceful
and restful through my words and actions. When I look at it that way, laundry, the endless picking up of toys and the
way I handle correcting conversations become more of an opportunity and less of a burden. But in order to do these
things well, I need to have a plan. If I leave it to chance, our house looks like a storage room for Babies R Us and my
first response to my kids is slightly less than worshipful (and all the mamas said “amen”). Just as God left nothing to
chance, I can see areas in my life where attending to the details allows for those around me to posture themselves in
a way where they can rest, receive and worship the Lord throughout the week.

Ideally, this is where I would wrap it up; however, this next part is just so rich I can’t help but briefly touch on it. In
verses 20-21, God instructs the sons of Israel to provide the oil for the lamp. God doesn’t need their oil. If He made
manna rain down, I’m sure he could provide the oil. But God in His wisdom and grace allows the Israelites to



participate in Kingdom work. In the same way, God doesn’t need our gifts, but He allows us to participate in His work. I
know for me, when I give of my time, talent and treasures, it puts God in His rightful place on the throne of my heart
and the things of the world in their rightful place - a means to serve and love others.

Questions:

1. What areas of your life can you create a space that fosters peace, rest and worship? (e.g. home, work,
relationships, serving)

2. Make a plan. Choose one area and concentrate on the details. This may be a to-do list for the house and
choosing to focus on one thing each day of the week or planning/preparing for your area of serving in the
local body of Christ or being intentional in your responses to your spouse or children this week.

3. Spend some time praying and reflecting. In what way is God calling you to use your time, talent and treasures
for Kingdom work?


