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1 “You shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits broad. The altar shall be square, and its

height shall be three cubits. 2 And you shall make horns for it on its four corners; its horns shall be of one piece with

it, and you shall overlay it with bronze. 3 You shall make pots for it to receive its ashes, and shovels and basins and

forks and fire pans. You shall make all its utensils of bronze. 4 You shall also make for it a grating, a network of bronze,

and on the net you shall make four bronze rings at its four corners. 5 And you shall set it under the ledge of the altar

so that the net extends halfway down the altar. 6 And you shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and

overlay them with bronze. 7 And the poles shall be put through the rings, so that the poles are on the two sides of the

altar when it is carried. 8 You shall make it hollow, with boards. As it has been shown you on the mountain, so shall it

be made.
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In baseball, the distance from third base to home base is 90 feet. That short distance is what keeps a runner from
winning a game in elation. This same approximate distance was what separated all of Israel from the power and
presence of God in the Temple (patterned after the Tabernacle, but double the size) unless they were from the tribe of
Levi. Could you imagine being within 90 feet of God, but still requiring someone to enter His presence on your
behalf?

God had fulfilled His word to dwell among His people (Leviticus 26:11-12), yet there was a chasm that still separated
the nation. Though God was close, His presence was concealed. A white linen wall woven together (75 ft x 150 ft)
surrounded the entire tabernacle with only one entrance gate from the east woven into multi-colored white, with
blue, purple and red (Exodus 27:16). This 30 foot entrance was the only way in which a destitute sinner could gain
access to the court of God. Once one entered into the court, they were welcomed with the bronze altar or “brazen
altar” (Exodus 27:1-8).



The bronze altar was square from side to side (7.5 ft x 7.5 ft) and stood three cubits high (4.5 ft). It was here that sinners
offered restitution through sacrifice, bloodshed, and burnt offerings that were a pleasing aroma before the Lord
(Leviticus 1). Without the bronze altar, there was no way of approaching God. Due to the perfection of God, innocent
animals lost their lives so that sin could be penalized and sinners could be pardoned.

In God’s good provision when the fullness of time had come, He sent forth His Son to redeem those under the law
(Ephesians 1:10; Galatians 4:4-5). God had been veiled, but He eventually removed all barriers by making Himself
known and by dwelling among the people through Christ (John 1:14-18).

Today friend, the distance is no longer 90 feet. If we look to Christ as our salvation, He is the door (entrance gate). He
is our sacrifice (bronze altar). He washes us clean (bronze laver). He is our light (lampstand). He is our bread (table of
showbread). He hears our prayers (incense), and has made a way to the presence of God by removing the veil,
tabernacling among us (the Most Holy Place). God desires to live in people and make His home in our hearts
(Ephesians 3:17).

Ephesians 2:13-14 says, “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.”

Questions:

1. Does God seem distant? Take a moment and read Psalm 27:8-9 and Psalm 51:7-12.

2. Read the following verses and note where Jesus uses the words “I AM” in the gospel of John (John 6:35; 8:12,
23-24, 56-59; 10:7-18; 11:24-26; 14:6; 15:1-11).

3. Spend time meditating on the “I AM” statements and worshipping the Lord for who He is and how these
words relate to aspects of the tabernacle and temple, yet are fulfilled in Christ.


