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15 “You shall make upright frames for the tabernacle of acacia wood. 16 Ten cubits shall be the length of a frame, and

a cubit and a half the breadth of each frame. 17 There shall be two tenons in each frame, for fitting together. So shall

you do for all the frames of the tabernacle. 18 You shall make the frames for the tabernacle: twenty frames for the

south side; 19 and forty bases of silver you shall make under the twenty frames, two bases under one frame for its

two tenons, and two bases under the next frame for its two tenons; 20 and for the second side of the tabernacle, on

the north side twenty frames, 21 and their forty bases of silver, two bases under one frame, and two bases under the

next frame. 22 And for the rear of the tabernacle westward you shall make six frames. 23 And you shall make two

frames for corners of the tabernacle in the rear; 24 they shall be separate beneath, but joined at the top, at the first

ring. Thus shall it be with both of them; they shall form the two corners. 25 And there shall be eight frames, with their

bases of silver, sixteen bases; two bases under one frame, and two bases under another frame.

26 “You shall make bars of acacia wood, five for the frames of the one side of the tabernacle, 27 and five bars for the

frames of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the frames of the side of the tabernacle at the rear

westward. 28 The middle bar, halfway up the frames, shall run from end to end. 29 You shall overlay the frames with

gold and shall make their rings of gold for holders for the bars, and you shall overlay the bars with gold. 30 Then you

shall erect the tabernacle according to the plan for it that you were shown on the mountain.

31 “And you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. It shall be made with

cherubim skillfully worked into it. 32 And you shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, with hooks of

gold, on four bases of silver. 33 And you shall hang the veil from the clasps, and bring the ark of the testimony in

there within the veil. And the veil shall separate for you the Holy Place from the Most Holy. 34 You shall put the mercy

seat on the ark of the testimony in the Most Holy Place. 35 And you shall set the table outside the veil, and the

lampstand on the south side of the tabernacle opposite the table, and you shall put the table on the north side.



36 “You shall make a screen for the entrance of the tent, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen,

embroidered with needlework. 37 And you shall make for the screen five pillars of acacia, and overlay them with

gold. Their hooks shall be of gold, and you shall cast five bases of bronze for them.
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“Out of the way!” you hear a voice shout behind you. You jump back to see two men carrying long wood frames, and
they are headed towards the construction site of the tabernacle. You’ve heard rumors of the tabernacle. It sounds
magnificent! It’s been said that it will stand 10 cubits high (15 feet) and 30 cubits long (45 feet) and the frames will be
covered in gold (Exodus 26:29). Since being here in the dusty desert, you’ve been surrounded by nothing but small
tents and smelly livestock. The tabernacle will surely stand out. Such extravagance was to be a sanctuary for the
Holy God who told Moses He would dwell with His people (Exodus 25:8). It was the Ark of the Covenant that would
reside in the tabernacle, in the Most Holy Place, and only a high priest could enter.

This God that will reside with his people is the same God you witnessed descend Mount Sinai in fire. You heard Him
speak to Moses with thunder (Exodus 19:16-19). He sent ten plagues across Egypt (Exodus 7-12). He is powerful; he is
terrifying! Yet, this same God has protected you and rescued you. He led you out of Egypt with a pillar of cloud and
fire. He parted the Red Sea, gave water from a rock, manna on the ground in the morning, and quail in the evening.
He is loving and tender.

Now let’s fast forward. The God back then is the same God now. Like the Israelites, we can look throughout our lives
and see the provision of God and how He has worked in mighty ways. But unlike the Israelites, we don't have a
physical tabernacle. We are no longer at the mercy of a high priest to make sacrifices for our sins. That's because the
ultimate high priest came and made the final sacrifice. His name is Jesus Christ (Hebrews 7:26-27) and it is because of
Him that we have full access to God (Hebrews 4:16). 1 Corinthians 3:16 says: “Do you not know that you are God's
temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?”

Let me take you back to that picture I painted for you earlier in the desert. God laid out the building plans for the
tabernacle. It was regal and superior among all the other structures surrounding it. It was so sacred that the gold
in-laid walls were covered by massive layers of fine linen, goat hair, ram skins, and goat skins. It was protected, set
apart, holy. Now imagine if I were to display the desert landscape of your own heart.  Where would I find God's



dwelling place? Does it look like the blueprints of the tabernacle God gave Moses? Does it stand out, magnificent,
among the other tents and structures that take residence? Or maybe it blends in? Could it be there is something else
occupying the tabernacle? I ask you this, because the Holy Spirit asked me this. I have the ultimate privilege to have
the presence of the living God inside me. Does He get the highest honor? Is He revered above everyone and
everything? This is something that I have to repeatedly ask myself and examine my heart (Psalm 139:23-24).

Questions:

1. Do you find yourself giving more honor to other people or things over the Lord? Confess these things to your
Journey Group or other biblical community and repent. (Matthew 6:21, 22:37; Psalm 51:10)

2. What are some ways you can better position your heart before a Holy God? I encourage you to read Job
38-41 to be reminded of the powerful God we serve.

3. How can giving God the ultimate honor in your heart change the way you live, act, and speak? (Proverbs
27:19; Luke 6:45; John 7:18, 12:25-26)


