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20 “Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared. 21

Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice; do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your transgression, for

my name is in him. 22 “But if you carefully obey his voice and do all that I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies

and an adversary to your adversaries. 23 “When my angel goes before you and brings you to the Amorites and the

Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, and I blot them out, 24 you shall not bow

down to their gods nor serve them, nor do as they do, but you shall utterly overthrow them and break their pillars in

pieces. 25 You shall serve the Lord your God, and he[a] will bless your bread and your water, and I will take sickness

away from among you. 26 None shall miscarry or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the number of your days. 27 I will

send my terror before you and will throw into confusion all the people against whom you shall come, and I will make

all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28 And I will send hornets[b] before you, which shall drive out the Hivites, the

Canaanites, and the Hittites from before you. 29 I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land

become desolate and the wild beasts multiply against you. 30 Little by little I will drive them out from before you,

until you have increased and possess the land. 31 And I will set your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the

Philistines, and from the wilderness to the Euphrates,[c] for I will give the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and

you shall drive them out before you. 32 You shall make no covenant with them and their gods. 33 They shall not dwell

in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”
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As a teenager, I taught 3-year-old Sunday school. Sitting by a brightly painted mural of animals smiling from an ark, I
put tiny kids in my lap and read the Bible that I was just beginning to fall in love with. I’d divide it in half and say,
“Here’s the Old Testament, Jesus isn’t in this part…” As I began to explore God’s word by myself for the first time, I read
the stories I’d often heard as a child. I was shocked. I went to the Bible expecting to find God depicted as a friendly old
man in a robe. What I found was a warrior, equipped with more power than I could fathom. The mural on the wall
went from adorable to terrifying. I remember asking, “These smiling animals are watching almost all of humanity
drown. Are we seriously showing this to small children?” Floodwaters? Terror and hornets? I didn’t know what to do
with the “powerful” part of the God I’d always heard about.

The God of the Israelites wasn’t a fluffy, feel-good God. He loved his people fiercely and was ready to fight for them.
As he prepared to fulfill promises of land and blessing, he knew what was coming. They would face sinful people
worshiping false idols. Where we might have dismissed them as pieces of wood or stone, God saw them for what
they were. He saw a trap, idols designed to steal his beloved. He didn’t tell them to relocate these people and their
“gods”. He told them to completely destroy them, to leave nothing behind.

Scripture tells us that God sent, “an angel who shared his name”. Sound familiar? That line about Jesus not being in
the Old Testament was wrong. This wasn’t just any angel, it sounds like Jesus. God wasn’t a spectator watching this
battle from heaven. His feet were on the ground, he was ready to fight. Knowing who was fighting alongside them,
God’s people just had to listen and obey.

This passage reveals a lot about God’s character. God intensely hates anything that will separate him from his
beloved. While our land isn’t inhabited by golden calves, we’re surrounded by idols. We see “little sins”, he sees them
for what they truly are, traps designed to separate us from God. Sin doesn’t elicit a “warm fuzzy” response from a
righteous God. Terror and hornets seem pretty reasonable when the stakes are that high. He knows that giving idols
an inch gives them room to take over. Colossians 3:5-6 says, “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is
coming.” He doesn’t want us to push sinful things aside, but to put them to death.

We aren’t fighting this battle alone. He sent Jesus to fight for us. His feet are on the ground alongside ours, all we
have to do is pay attention and obey Him. Just as God promised to reward his people with food, good health, fertility,



and long lives, our father wants to give us good gifts. Romans 6:23 reminds us, “For the wages of sin is death, but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” God made us with the intention of spending eternity with us.
What greater gift is there?

Questions:

1. How do you envision God? Does he fit that “nice guy in a robe” picture or a “fierce, mighty warrior”? How has
that image changed as you have come to know who God is?

2. In our culture, what are some common “traps”? What are some different “idols” set to enslave God’s people?

3. Take a few minutes and really think about idols that may have crept into your life.  What occupies your
thoughts, takes over your time, and controls your money? Are these things honoring God or do they need to
be destroyed? This isn’t a question we need to ask once, but often.


