
BIBLE TEXT | EXODUS 23:1-9
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 “You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with a wicked man to be a malicious witness. 2 You

shall not fall in with the many to do evil, nor shall you bear witness in a lawsuit, siding with the many, so as to pervert

justice, 3 nor shall you be partial to a poor man in his lawsuit.

4 “If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, you shall bring it back to him. 5 If you see the donkey of

one who hates you lying down under its burden, you shall refrain from leaving him with it; you shall rescue it with him.

6 “You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in his lawsuit. 7 Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the

innocent and righteous, for I will not acquit the wicked. 8 And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the

clear-sighted and subverts the cause of those who are in the right.

9 “You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.
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By now you might be asking, “Does this list of commandments, shalls and shall nots ever end”? Before we go into
today’s text, I want to encourage you to continue pressing in to know God by knowing his word. The more you feel the
burden of your inability to “keep” all of these instructions, the more you will realize how frustrating and debilitating it
is living on your own merits. As you get to that point of despair in the flesh, then you can be encouraged in the words
of Paul: “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

As for today’s text, think of it as an expansion of the ninth commandment: “You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor.” (Exodus 20:16)



Most of us have a human tendency to side with those who share our same values, think like us, have similar
socio-economic status, have the same skin color or those who can help us in some way. This passage helps us
understand that God intended for his people to be marked by honesty, justice and fairness.

In verses 1-3 and 6-8 of Exodus 23, you might notice God places a great emphasis on making sure that those
redeemed are not like the people around them. Their corrupt ways of life defined how their justice system worked.
But God’s people were called to a higher path, one that was unbiased regardless of what the majority thought or by
the needs of some, whether it be poor or rich. As I write this, my heart is saddened by the many examples we see
everyday in our beloved country’s justice system. There is something that laws (either new ones or old ones) won’t
ever be able to accomplish, and that is heart transformation.

As we read verses 4-6 a very interesting situation is presented. This is a scenario where his people would have the
perfect opportunity to ensure the harm of their enemies by doing nothing. Read it carefully; God is asking them to
have mercy on their enemy’s animal when the enemy is not even present. Not only that, but they are not even
allowed to ask for (or take) anything for themselves on account for rescuing the animal. God is reminding his people
that they are accountable to Him.

When God gave Moses these many laws and commandments, only about 3 months had passed since the Hebrew
people had been delivered by God himself (Exodus 19:1). They knew what it was to be a sojourner, someone living in
land that was not their own. In their case, it all began because of a famine and kept them in Egypt from over 400
years. God tells them to remember what it was to be oppressed and to be sure they didn’t turn into oppressors
themselves. In Deuteronomy 10:18-19 we read: “He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the
sojourner, giving him food and clothing. Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt”.

Sadly, it’s not uncommon to come across followers of Christ that have an unkind or even hateful attitude towards the
hundreds of thousands of immigrants (sojourners) crossing our borders. I understand it’s a very complex situation and
I’m not advocating for a removal of our borders. As citizens of this country, we are to seek the welfare of our place of
dwelling (Jeremiah 29:5-7). But I do think many often forget that we too are sojourners in this world, and in doing so,
devote our lives to the greatness of a temporary nation rather than longing for the citizenship of heaven (Philippians
3:20; Hebrew 13:13-14; 1 Peter 2:9-12).



Questions:

1. As you think about our country and its justice system, take some time to pray that more people would know
the Truth (John 14:6).

2. Is there an area of dishonesty that you need to confess to the Lord and to other believers around you?

3. Ask God to help you take a step of faith that is beyond your comfort or natural ability.


