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16 “If a man seduces a virgin who is not betrothed and lies with her, he shall give the bride-price for her and make her

his wife. 17 If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money equal to the bride-price for virgins.

18 “You shall not permit a sorceress to live.

19 “Whoever lies with an animal shall be put to death.

20 “Whoever sacrifices to any god, other than the Lord alone, shall be devoted to destruction.

21 “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 22 You shall not

mistreat any widow or fatherless child. 23 If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry,

24 and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children

fatherless.

25 “If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you

shall not exact interest from him. 26 If ever you take your neighbor's cloak in pledge, you shall return it to him before

the sun goes down, 27 for that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if

he cries to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.

28 “You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people.

29 “You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of your presses. The firstborn of

your sons you shall give to me. 30 You shall do the same with your oxen and with your sheep: seven days it shall be

with its mother; on the eighth day you shall give it to me.

31 “You shall be consecrated to me. Therefore you shall not eat any flesh that is torn by beasts in the field; you shall

throw it to the dogs.
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As an educator, each year our student body receives a “code of conduct” handbook. In this handbook is a list of
expectations and reminders of how to behave properly within the school.  Students are expected to read thoroughly
and agree to follow by making daily decisions to act in accordance to the established guidelines.  However, many
students get overwhelmed by the complexity of the text and never read it or live by it, thus breaking many rules.
There are a few faithful students who not merely read and agree but walk it out in their daily lives by being an
example to others.

As we open today in Exodus 22:16-31, we see a detailed conversation between the Lord and Moses over the Israelites'
social responsibilities. God was laying out a code of conduct. He was calling his people to look and act differently
than the rest of the nations around. “You are to be my holy people” (Exodus 22:31). He was establishing guidelines to
live and how to properly handle life situations. The Law was temporary supervision to teach righteous standards and
to magnify sin.  He was calling the Israelites to show respect to others, be compassionate, and to honor the Lord with
the way they lived. “Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see
the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). The Israelites were instructed to live in accordance with the Fathers' instructions, but time
and time again we see them forget what the Lord had done and turn back to their own ways. However, it was not the
poor decision making that defined them, rather, it was the faithfulness of God to restore them.

God desires us to follow him fully, to be devoted and to be set apart from the sinful ways of the world. He is
searching for deeper obedience not merely with outward actions but inward motives. “As obedient children do not
conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in
all you do “(1 Peter 1:15). Holiness is an attribute of God that we can reflect. Thankfully we serve a merciful God who is
more concerned with the decision-maker rather than the decision itself.  As our hearts are prone to wander, he uses
those opportunities to mold us and draw us back to him. I am thankful that we are not defined by all the poor choices
we make but how our Father restores us and continues to use us. Show compassion, love others, and do all things to
glorify our Father (Colossians 3:23-24).

Let us pray… Father, thank you for your love and for pursuing us despite our sinful and wayward heart. Help our eyes
stay fixed on you and reflect your holiness to those around us. Let us live a life set apart and be a light on a hill so that
others may see your goodness and seek a relationship with you. In your Son’s holy name we pray, Amen.



Questions:

1. The Bible is full of narratives and examples of how we should live as followers of Christ. “Do not merely listen
to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what is says.” (James 1:22) What are some other examples you can
find?

2. Are you going to be a faithful follower or a forgetful wanderer? What step of faithfulness do you need to
take?

3. “Do not conform to the patterns of the world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” (Romans 12:2)
What are you doing to renew your mind daily?


