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33 “When a man opens a pit, or when a man digs a pit and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 34 the

owner of the pit shall make restoration. He shall give money to its owner, and the dead beast shall be his.

35 “When one man's ox butts another's, so that it dies, then they shall sell the live ox and share its price, and the dead

beast also they shall share. 36 Or if it is known that the ox has been accustomed to gore in the past, and its owner has

not kept it in, he shall repay ox for ox, and the dead beast shall be his.

22:1 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall repay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a

sheep. 2 If a thief is found breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be no bloodguilt for him, 3 but if the

sun has risen on him, there shall be bloodguilt for him. He shall surely pay. If he has nothing, then he shall be sold for

his theft. 4 If the stolen beast is found alive in his possession, whether it is an ox or a donkey or a sheep, he shall pay

double.

5 “If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over, or lets his beast loose and it feeds in another man's field, he

shall make restitution from the best in his own field and in his own vineyard.

6 “If fire breaks out and catches in thorns so that the stacked grain or the standing grain or the field is consumed, he

who started the fire shall make full restitution.

7 “If a man gives to his neighbor money or goods to keep safe, and it is stolen from the man's house, then, if the thief

is found, he shall pay double. 8 If the thief is not found, the owner of the house shall come near to God to show

whether or not he has put his hand to his neighbor's property. 9 For every breach of trust, whether it is for an ox, for a

donkey, for a sheep, for a cloak, or for any kind of lost thing, of which one says, ‘This is it,’ the case of both parties shall

come before God. The one whom God condemns shall pay double to his neighbor.



10 “If a man gives to his neighbor a donkey or an ox or a sheep or any beast to keep safe, and it dies or is injured or is

driven away, without anyone seeing it, 11 an oath by the Lord shall be between them both to see whether or not he

has put his hand to his neighbor's property. The owner shall accept the oath, and he shall not make restitution. 12 But

if it is stolen from him, he shall make restitution to its owner. 13 If it is torn by beasts, let him bring it as evidence. He

shall not make restitution for what has been torn.

14 “If a man borrows anything of his neighbor, and it is injured or dies, the owner not being with it, he shall make full

restitution. 15 If the owner was with it, he shall not make restitution; if it was hired, it came for its hiring fee.
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Try to imagine that you are 18 months old. You are toddling along in your relative’s backyard on a lovely fall day.
Suddenly, the ground that was so solid beneath your feet is no longer there, and you find yourself trapped in an eight
inch wide well casing, twenty two feet below the surface. This is what happened to Jessica McClure on October 14,
1987. Many of us to this day remember watching the unfolding news story coming out of Midland, Texas. It took
rescuers 56 hours to save this little girl.

A pit, as mentioned in Exodus 21:33, is a well. People would gather around the well to water their animals and
themselves. If a careless shepherd or cattle herder left the well uncovered, a hapless animal or person could easily
fall in. When there are around two million people in such close proximity, not counting animals, such a careless act
could result in terrible injury or even death. The potential for such deadly consequences are why the laws we are
reading about were put in place.

Today, in the modern world with our convenient plumbing, we don’t have to worry about covering the well anymore.
But there is a pit that we often forget to cover. As Christians, in our safe, Christian culture bubble, we too often forget
about the people around us walking ever closer to the bottomless pit of Revelation fame (Revelation 9:11). In fact, we
often skirt this pit ourselves by letting things of this world into our hearts and minds, flirting with sin and danger. In
Matthew 15:14, Jesus Christ says, “Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall
into a pit.” Jesus was talking about the religious leaders of that time, worshiping the Law and not God.



If Jesus came back today, He could very well say the same for many that proclaim His name. When we as followers
of Christ accept ideas contrary to the Word of God, we show those around us, not only that it is okay to walk around
the pit, but that they might as well throw themselves right in because many of those that claim to know Christ live
their lives exactly like those that proclaim His insignificance. If we say we are followers of Jesus Christ, we should
aspire to be shepherds to those lost sheep wandering around us. If we leave the pit uncovered by neglecting our
ministry to the unchurched, we invite them to eternity without God. And what restitution would be able to pay for
their souls? (Luke 17:2)

Thankfully, we know the one who can cover the pit forever. Jesus Christ is the good shepherd (John 10:11) that
meticulously cares for His sheep, knows them by name and covers the pit so they may not fall in and die. He leads
them to safe pasture (John 10:9).

Jesus covered the pit with His own life, for those that trust in Him (1 Timothy 2:6), but God does not expect restitution
for this. Instead, by the death of His Son, we have received eternal life as a gift (Romans 6:23).  Let’s not be blind
guides, leading people to the pit of sin, but instead show them Jesus Christ. He will create in them a spring of living
water (John 4:13-14).

Questions:

1. How are you being an influence to (shepherding) those around you? Are you a “blind guide” or a “good
shepherd”?

2. Is there a habit or indulgence you give into that brings you closer to falling in a “pit”? How can you cover that
“pit” and get away from it?

3. Who in your life is helping you to be a faithful, godly influence to the world around you? How are they
encouraging you?


